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PREFACE.

EXTRACT FROM THE HISTORY OF THE LIFE
OF WILLIAM III. BY WALTER HARRIS ESQ.
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Dub. 1749, p. 213.
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ENNISKILLEN signalised itself no less than
Derry in asserting the Protestant cause, and
refusing to submit to the yoke of POPERY
and SLAVERY, which they saw preparing for
the kingdom. It is not the strength or importance of the place, which bath given it so
great a figure in history, but the fervour and
courage of the Protestants who retired into
this fastness as into a camp, and having there
formed themselves into regular bodies, issued
out on all sides against the enemy. A great
number of these gallant men were inhabitants of the county of Fermanagh, but were
joined by many from the neighbouring CORPS
ties of Cavan, Monaghan, Donegal!, and Lei-
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trim, and by a large body of Protestants from
the county of Sligo, who being imprudently,
if not treacherously, drawn out of Sligo by
Lundy, Governor of Derry, retired to this
place under the conduct of Colonel Lloyd.
This whole body of Protestants, though collected from different parts, were yet, from
their union and association here, called by
the general name of Enniskilleners. In all
their actions at Bundroose, Newton-Butler,
Cavan, Boyne, Aughrim, and in several skirmishes during the war, they distinguished
themselves with great intrepidity and ardour.
Difficulties and dangers, instead of abating
their courage, served only to inflame and excite it, and generally to give them victory.
The spirit u hich animated them merits a
higher name than courage ; it was rather
a divine fire kindled from above, and kept
alive by a just sense of those two invaluable
blessings, RELIGION and LIBERTY.—See also
The State of the Protestants of Ireland under
the late King James's Government, in which
their carriage to him is justified, and the absolute necessity of their endeavouring to be
freed from his government, and of submitting
to King William is demonstrated by the most
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Rev. William King, Archbishop of, Dublin.
Edit. Dub. 1780, p. 128.
The resolute and glorious defence made
by Enniskillen and Derry, was certainly the
preservation of Ireland, and contributed very
much to the safety of England. Had not
those towns made such a stand, and King
James had by reducing them, made himself
entire master of the kingdom of Ireland, the
consequence might have been fatal to these
kingdoms. Oldmixon's Memoirs bf Ireland,
Lon4. 1716, p. 245.
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DEDICATION.

To their Moat Excellent Majesties

o
al
ne

WILLIAM AND MARY,
KING AND QUEEN

OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, FRANCE, AND IRELAND, &C.

o
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gy

May it please your Majesties,

THAT which emboldened me to lay these papers at

your royal feet, was in discharge of the instructions
I received from the Governor and Garrison of Enniskillen, humbly to present before your Majesties,

s.
ok

together with their Address, a true account of their
faithful endeavours for the support of the Protestant
interest, and of your Majesties, together with the
reasons and grounds upon which they proceeded in
because Enniskillen made -no declaration upon their
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first taking up arms, as most other parts of Ulster
have done.
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this so extraordinary a revolution ; and the rather,
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plead before your Majesties the difficulties we found
in what had but the appearances of disloyalty to our
Prince ; for your Majesties will be ill served by men
who have not loyalty in their principles. They who
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w

w

And, with submission, I think it most pertinent to

pretend they forsook their king for you, out of a desire only of change, their pretence is immoral and

o
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Humours are inconstant, their flattery is but the tribute of base souls, and of traitorous consequence to

princes, against whom the justice or wisdom of a
prince cannot secure him : for both these could not
preserve Moses and David from the madness of the

o
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people.
May it please year Majesties, we in Ireland were

ill used, exceeding ill; we were disarmed and displaced, after the most signal services of our fathers,
and many of ourselves, to the crown ; and the arms

s.
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put into the hands of the murderers, the bloody
murderers of 1641, and their offspring, of whom

our county afforded the most remarkable, the MacGuires, who were the first in that hellish conspiracy,

co

and inhuman in the execution of it, the chief of

whom was thought worthy to be brought hither, and
Majesties will believe us, that not only the offspring,
www.genealogyebooks.com
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suffer the pains of his rebellion in London. Your
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but some of the very hands which committed those

w

massacres were armed by authority, at the same time
Pretence that some one or• other of their relations

w

w

that Protestants were thrust out of the army, on
had engaged with the usurpers, though themselves

o
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had served the king to the utmost extremities. And
many were cashiered, against whom even that pretence could not be found, and who had bought their
places with the king's license, and laid out all they
had upon it ; till at last, being a Protestant was
given for the reason. And we were discouraged by
all the artifice of Jesuit, or Irish, and even threatened another massacre by many of their lesser politi-

o
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cians, yet could not all this remove us the least step
from our duty to the king.
But, with your Majesties' patience, there was more
than all this ; we had acts of our Parliament which
did incapacitate these men from bearing either arms

s.
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or offices ; yet did we even faultily acknowledge, and
submit to their authority, out of profound deference
to the king, who had placed them over us, though
apparently to our ruin, and overthrow of our religion.
gift were kept vacant, and the revenues given to the
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Popish clergy. Their bishops kept public visitations
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All our bishoprics and livings that fell in the king's
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in the vacant diocesses, and assumed even the title,

w

one of whom was made secretary of state, and sign-

we were told by some in the highest place, that the
king would fill no Protestant vacancies in the church,
so that we saw great part of our churches in their

o
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w

ed himself by the name of his bishopric in all his
warrants and dispatches, that none might plead ignorance of the king's intentions towards us. And

possession, and nothing interpose, but the lives of a
very few, and most of them old men, to leave us not
one Protestant bishop in the kingdom. ' And for
our civil rights, our judges, justices of the peace,
sheriffs, and even constables, were for the most part

o
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made of Papists. And the act of settlement was
then doomed in every coffee-house to the same condemnation under which it has fallen since. And the
army being entirely in those worst of Popish hands,
the most barbarous Irish who had thrown off human-
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ity itself, our prospect was all black and dismal.

Then it was that you, Sir, appeared like the sun,
to dispel those mists which darkened all our sky.
Your declaration revived us from the very grave,

co

while it shewed us a way only to stand by, and see

•
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the salvation of the Lord ; only not to hinder you to
relieve ,us without hazard, or even dishonour to our
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king. No more being asked, than to let our Parlia-

and absolute credence, and drank it in, as thirsty

w

w

w

ments be free, and the laws run in their ancient
channel. To this generous declaration, we gave full
sands do the showers of heaven. And looked upon

e
.g

you as no other than a miracle ; a Moses sent im-

mediately from God, to deliver us from Egyptian
servitude and idolatry. And as a no less wonderful

o
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effect of this, that our king had been so perniciously
advised, as to abdicate his throne, voluntarily to
throw up his government, disband his army, and retire, some said to a monastery, some to Rome, and

o
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some dead, as every man's fancy led him ; and which
to believe we knew not, for at that distance we
were absolute strangers to court, and to any true intelligence. At this very time Lord Tyrconnel*
• Colonel Richard Talbot, Earl of Tyrconnel, brother to
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Peter Talbot, Popish Archbishop of Dublin, appointed Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland by James II. in 1686. His real merit
(says Harris,) consisted in his flaming zeal for Popery, his
unwearied endeavours to undermine the Protestant religion in

Ireland, and to unravel the act of settlement in that kingdom
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religion of the two brothers.—Life of William III. p. 73. Barnet's History, Vol.. I. p. 100.
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in the reign of Charles II. unless one may add that he was
suspected to be the confident and minister of the king's plea.
sures, when Duke of York, and to have had the secret of the
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armed the rabble of the Irish Papists, to• the number of forty or fifty thousand, and to live upon the
predations, open noon-day robberies, and an inevitable and sudden ruin of the British and Protestant
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country without pay; whence ensued miserable de-

interest in Ireland. Having granted commissions
dated about the beginning of January last for these

new levies, he after, upon notice of the king's deser-
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tion the 10th of December, altered the dates of these
commissions to the 1st of December, to,bear a show

as done while the king was in the government, and
consequently that we should believe it was by his

o
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Majesty's orders.

And many of these new-raised men were so transported with the, glorious prospect they had before
them, that they had not the continence, no not their
priests, to refrain telling us, that they were now our
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masters, and we must submit to new laws, such as
should be their pleasure, and what we had deserved
in their opinion.
Then it was we thought ourselves no longer under

co

obligation to be active in our own destruction, to ac-

knowledge officers whom our laws did incapacitate,
tempt of our laws, and visibly to our extirpation
www.genealogyebooks.com
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and acting more violently than ever in the open con-
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what reasons we neither knew at that distance nor
could examine, we did not think we ought to con-

w

w

w

and that in all reasonable presumption, even without
orders from the king, who being gone from us, for

tinue in assisting to the breach of our laws in Any

e
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lesser hands, whether of the Lord Tyrconnel or of
any other. And in this cause only it was that we

o
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first took arms in defence of our laws against those,

who when the king was gone would govern by force,
though the law said they should not be capable of
any employment. And when they declared they

o
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would act in contradiction to all the laws in being,
and went so far in it as to lay us absolutely in the
mercy of another massacre, with which some of them
threatened us, and the most moderate of them did
not tell us we were secure from it. But on the con.
tray, very many intimations were sent from foster-
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erS and others among the Mil to their friends of the
Protestants, to begone, to send away their effects,
to save thier lives, for that a storm

was

coming.

They had public masses through all the North, for
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vered with multitudes of them arming and enlisting
themselves, and they were quartered in our town
-s
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the furthering of that which they called Inteneragh,
that is, a secret intention. Our hills were daily co-
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and in private houses. All of them were armed, of

w

all sorts, sexes, and ages ; the old women and young
which they cut down our woods before our faces ;
and it was difficult to get a horse shod in, our coun-
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children provided them skeans and half-pikes, for

try, all smiths being taken up in fitting this sort of

armoury. Nor were their circumstances altered more
than their looks and behaviour ; and if we might be-

o
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lieve themselves, nothing wanted but the signal to
perfect what had been begun in 1641. We were
absolutely in their power, and we had but that mo-
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ment to rescue ourselves.
Such extremities might have excused great excesses, which I might very fully shew were it not
for swelling this beyond its intended bounds, and
therefore I forbear it.

And now it remains to shew how we became st4
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jects to your Majesties without breach of our former
loyalty ; or rather how the same loyalty becomes now
due to your Majesties ; and we do even with boldness hope, that the shewing how firm this our loyalreign ,will render it the more acceptable to your Maour' little intelligence brought to us. That the late
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jesties. This then was the scheme of affairs which

co

ty held out through all the temptations of the last
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king had by advice of the Jesuits, quitted the government on purpose to put us into confusion, and
had then put himself into the hands of a bigotted

w

prince °, enemy to our nation, and persecutor of our
religion. That upon his obstinate desertion and ab-
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dication of the government, the lords spiritual and
temporal, and commons of England assembled, did

o
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unanimously place your Majesties upon the vacant
throne. Thus we heard, and this we believed.

• And what were we, that we should take upon us
at our distance from affairs, to understand them
better than those at the helm, or to dispute what no

o
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one in England made the least hesitation to admit ?

And what could we embrace with more delight,
than to see the crown, Madam, upon your royal head,

the next undoubted heir to him who had abdicated
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it ? Whose virtues gave you as good a title to the

election, as your blood to the succession in that illustrious line, which we pray God may reign over us
till time shall be no more.

hold all your glories doubled, in your conjunction
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• Lewis XIV. King of France.
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And were not even our wishes left behind, to be-
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with his present Majesty, born to empire, and a pattern to future fate.
were the steps by which we were raised beyond our
own contrivance, but with our ready consent to be-
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It was this fate, Great Sir, Great Madam, these

• come your subjects. And how we have acquitted
ourselves in that glorious relation we stand in to

o
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your Majesties, is the business of that account which
I now begin, without studying the style, or any other
ornament but truth, which must be obscured in any
dress I could bestow upon it.
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ABOUT the first day of December 1688, there came

m

A
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a letter from Mr Secretary Ellis by Lord Tyrconnel's
order, to the Provost of Enniskillin, to provide quarters for two companies of foot, viz. Captain Nugent
and Captain Shurloe's companies, that were sent
to quarter in that town ; and about the same time
a report was spread through the country, that the
Irish intended to massacre all the British ; and to
confirm the same, upon Friday the 7th of the same
month, there came to Enniskillen, and to most gentlemen in the country about, a copy of a letter from
the county of Down, written to the Earl of MountAlexander, telling that the massacre was to be on
the Sunday following, being the 9th of December,
1688.
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This letter had an incredible operation on the
minds of all near Enniskillen ; for many of them
were yet alive, who had been eye-witnesses of the
barbarous cruelties committed on the Protestants
by the Irish Papists in the rebellion of 1641, without any compassion or distinction of age or sex. ,
This letter with the other to the provost, to receive a garrison, into the town (which had not had
a garrison for a long time before in it,) and having
good information from Dublin, that the Lord Tyrconnel had granted commissions all over the king.
dom to put all Papists in arms ; and that any Papist
that was able or could propose any way to maintain
men for three months, had got what commissions
they desired ; and to confirm the same, they saw
the natives that lived in the country near them,
gather in great numbers, and forming themselves
into companies, and had some experienced soldiers
sent to several parts of the county to exercise them.
This made those of Enniskillen apprehensive that
these preparations were all making for the intended massacre ;—and knowing that Enniskillen was
the only place of consequence upon Lough Erne
(all Protestants, and who held out the whole rebellion of 1641, with remarkable courage,) and if
the Irish were possessed of it, they had an open
passage from Connaught to Ulster ; they therefore
did unanimously resolve not to admit the two foot
companies to quarter in the town, but did immediately dispatch letters to all the gentlemen in
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the country near the place, acquainting them with
their resolution, and craving their advice and assistance in that juncture ; for of themselves they
were not able to keep out the two foot companies,
there being but about eighty dwellers in the town,
and few or no arms among them ; but when their
messengers returned, though some few gave encouragement, yet the greater part did dissuade
them from the enterprise as dangerous ; the Irish
being well provided with arms, ammunition, and all
things necessary ; whereas they had not ten pounds
of powder in the town, and not twenty well-fixed
fire-arms : but the townsmen were still bent upon
their first resolution, at all hazards not to receive
the garrison ; for then they did expose their lives,
as they said, to the mercy of their barbarous and
bloody-principled enemies.
Upon Thursday the 13th of December, news was
brought to the town, that the two companies were
on their march towards them, and upon Friday
that they were come to Clones, within eighteen
miles of the town ; and then the townsmen (thinking it full time to look to themselves,) send again
to all their neighbours, praying for them to come
to their relief, promising, that whilst they stayed with them they should have free quarter for
man and horse. Upon this several of the neighbourhood came into the town, with their best horse
and arms, promising to stand by them in defence
of their lives and the Protestant religion, which they
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did believe (by the preparations they heard were
making by our enemies,) would be very soon invaded.
Upon Saturday the 15th of December, the two
foot companies came to MacGuires bridge, within
eight short miles of the town, and upon Sunday by
ten of the clock, word was brought into town that
they were upon their march, and come to Lisbellaw,
a village about four miles distant from Enniskillen.
At the time when the news of their so near approach
came, most of the men in the town were gone to
church; but soon came out and went to their arms,
resolving to meet the two companies before they
came near the town, and being drawn out, they were
about 200 foot, and 150 horse, and having consulted what was fit to be done, they sent some of
their number before to persuade them by fair means
to return, and brought some ale and meat from the
town to treat them in case they did comply with their
desire. And at the same time Gustavus Hamilton
Esq. our present governor, came with abouta hundred horse within a mile of the town, to support the
townsmen if there should be occasion ; for it was reported that the two companies had brought with
them two or three horse-loads of spare arms, to arm
a numerous rabble of the country Irish that flocked
to them from all hands. But the Enniskillen horse
advancing towards them under the command of Captain Browning and Lieutenant Christopher Carleton,
and the foot under the command of Captain Malcome
4
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Cathcart, who came no sooner in view of the two
companies, but they with the whole rabble that was
with them, turned their backs and fled without halting, in very-great fear and disorder, back that night
to MacGuires bridge ; and their officers being then
at dinner in a gentleman's house not far from them,
hearing that the Enniskillen-men were come out,
left their dinner (as was reported,) before they had
half. done, and fled after their men in as great fear
and disorder as they had gone before. The next day
they went to Cavan, twenty-four miles distant from
Enniskillen, where they stayed in great fear of the
Enniskillen-men, till they received new orders from
the Lord Tyrconnel to march to some other quarters.
And I mus here take notice, that they did not shew
their patent to quarter in the town, nor once asked
to be admitted into the place.
About'the 18th of December, the men of Enniskillen and those that did adhere to them, seeing the
storm that threatened them grow still more black, the
Irish arming on all hands, and growing much more
insolent than usual, thought it adviseable to put
themselves in some posture of self-defence, and at a
full meeting unanimously made choice of Gustavus
Hamilton Esq. to be their governor, a. gentleman
that was a justice of the peace in tfie county of Fermanagh, of which Enniskillen is the county town.
His father Lodowic was brother to the late Lord
Glenawly in Ireland, both sons of Archibald Hamilton, Archbishop of Cashel; had beep both colonels
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under Gustavus Adolphus King of Sweden, and both
raised to the dignity of lords in that kingdom. The
Lord Lodowic married his lady (who is mother to
our governor) in Sweden, she was a great fortune
to him, and it is said she is nearly related to the
crowns of Denmark and Sweden. But he desirous
to live in his native country near his brother the
Lord,Glenawly, upon his return was unfortunately
killed at sea, leaving our governor and a younger
son behind him. Our governor had been for several
years cornet to the troop that belonged to his uncle
the Lord Glenawly, but was disbanded by the Loid
Tyrconnel, when the rest of the Protestant officers
were turned out of the army in Ireland, and after
that he lived constantly at home on his-owti private
estate.
He was not present at the election, but as soon
as it was made known to him, he consented to take
that charge upon him, and immediately gave orderii
to raise two foot companies in and about the town,
the one under the command of Captain Allen Cathcart, and the other under the command of Captain
Malcome Cathcart., and'in a very few days formed
a good troop of horse, and a foot company for himself; out of his own estate and the country adjoining,
and used all the endeavours he could to provide them
arms and what else they wanted, and then removed
his family from his own dwelling-house to the castle
of Enniskillen.
Some time before this, having heard that Derry
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that was ordered to quarter in that town, and had
chosen their former governor Mr Phillips, and were
putting themselves in a posture of self-defence
against any Irish garrison to be sent there, which
nearly resembled our case ; we did therefore about
the 20th of December, send Captain Allen Cathcart,
and•Lieutenant William MacCorrnick to Derry, with
letters, acquainting the governor and others, that
had any command there, with what we had done, craving their advice and assistance in case of any trouble
to us, as promising them likewise our friendship and
assistance if they stood in need of it, and we had a
very kind return to our letters by those gentlemen
that were sent.
Soon after this we had news brought us that the
Protestants in all parts of the kingdom were very
much oppressed by the Papists, first by stealing their
goods in the night, and in a short time, after taking
them publicly in the day, and upon complaint made
to the magistrates (who were for the mostpart Pa' pists, ) bad no redress given them, some of them having the confidence to tell the Protestants who had
been robbed of their goods, that if their lives were
sparedithey had no cause to complain. And now about
this time several came to us from other parts of the
kingdom, leaving all their goods behind them, and
among many others those two worthy gentlemen,
Thomas Lloyd and Daniel Hodson sqrs. with their
families. The first is now a colonel among us, who
www.genealogyebooks.com
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had denied entrance to the Lord Antrim's regiment
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though young and of little experience before, yet by
his care and diligence ha's supplied all other wants,
and shewn himself a person of courage and good
conduct beyond expectation.
It was about this time that • the news came to
us of the late king (James II.) having deserted the
kingdom and government, disbanded his army, and
left all in confusion in England, and the Lord
Tyrconnel of his own head was arming all the
Irish.Papists, and inlisting forty or fifty thousand of
them.
The month of January was spent with us in raising some more troops and foot companies, and our
officers used all the care and diligence they possibly
could to fix the few fire-arms they had procured ;
they caused a great number of pikes to bte made, and
beat out a great many sythes fixing them in poles,
whereby in a short time the few foot we had were in
an indifferent posture of defence : and having about
twelve companies and some few troops raised; the
officers thought it time to regiment themselves, and
made choice of Gustavus Hamilton governor of Enniskillen to be their colonel, and Thomas Lloyd their
lieutenant-colonel, and about the latter end of January sent Mr Hugh Hamilton and Mr Allen Cathcart (two of their number who had been very active
among them,) with an address to the then Prince of
Orange, and with full power and instructions to act
for them at the court of England, to solicit for commissions, arms, ammunition, and some money for the
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place. We ordered them to make their way by Scotland for their greater safety, and sent letters by them
to the associated lords and gentlemen of the counties
of Down and Antrim °, acquainting them with our
affairs, and craving their aid in case we were put to
any extremity; and soon after had very kind answers
returned to us.
The month of February was spent in consultations,
and several meetings and treaties with Colonel Lundy t , and the leading men in the counties of Derry,
Donegall, Tyrone, Cavan, and elsewhere: orders were
given out that the Protestants in the several counties
in. the North-west part of Ireland should form themselves into troops and companies, and afterwards in-
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• The Protestants of the North-east counties had previously
entered into associations " for self-defence, and for securing
the Protestant religion, their lives, liberties, and properties,
and the pence of the kingdom, disturbed by Popish and illegal
counsellors, and their abettors, resolving to adhere to the laws
and to the Protestant religion, to act in subordination to the government of England, and for promoting a free Parliament,"
&c. They unanimously elected Hugh (Montgomery) Lord
Mount-Alexander, and Clotworthy Skeffington Esq. their commanders-in-chief for the county of Antrim, Lord Mount-Alex.ander for the county of Down, Lord Blaney for Armagh and
Monaghan, and Colonel Lundy and Major Gustavus Hamilton
for Derry, Donegal, and Tyrone ; and appointed a general
council of union at Hillsborough for all the associated counties
of Ulster.—Harris, p. 196.
1- The treacherous governor of Londonderry, who with
warm professions of zeal for the Protestants, was secretly at.r
tached to the cause of King James.
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to regiments (for the North-east part, had done the
same before,) and all concluded in case of extremity to submit to Colonel Lundy, who was in great reputation with us for conduct and experience in military affairs.
The gentlemen of the county of Fermanagh did
meet and conclude to raise two regiments of foot
and a regiment of horse, which by reason of some
men's backwardness to the service were not made up,
so that the great stress of our country was left upon
the governor of Enniskillen, and those gentlemen
who did adhere to him.
And here I cannot but with honour make mention
of. Sir John Hume, who has been always reputed to
have the greatest fortune and best estate in that county, but was then so sickly and infirm, that he could
not undergo the toil and fatigue of those confusions.
Yet he was not behind-in contribtiting to his utmost
for the common security; he raised more than an _
hundred horse, and above two hundred foot of his
tenants, and armed them indifferently-well at his own
expence (who had behaved themselves on all occasions very well with us,) he sent for his eldest son
from England, who had been three or four years in the
army there, (a very hopeful young gentleman who
died in the service,) to command them, and to defend
his house, which standing near Lough Erne, within
three miles of Enniskillen, he fortified very well, and
plentifully furnished it with provisions to his great
charge, which had maintained a great garrison ever
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since, and been a very great security to the country
about, and of much consaittence to the defence of
Enniskillen ; he being forced by his great infirmity,
retired into England with his younger children ; his
second son being in England before he came there,
he sent him under the command of Major-General
Kirk to the relief of Derry, who died of a fever at
sea, much lamented of all that knew him.
Now came the news to us, that the convention of
the estates in England as well spiritual as temporal,
had voted the late ,Ifting James's desertion to be an'
abdication, and, placed their present Majesties in the
vacant throne, and from this time and upon these
grounds, we thought we were obliged to behave our*elves as their subjects, our allegiance being transferred and descending from the late King James upon
his voluntary desertion, as if he had been naturally
dead ; and accordingly, March the 11th, we did proclaim King William and Queen Mary at Enniskillen
with such joy and solemnity as our circumstances
could bear, rejoicing unspeakably to see the.crown
descend in the same royal line, which time out of
mind had inherited our government.
About the 16th of March we had an account
that the garrison of Dungannon by order from Colonel Lundy was deserted, and that they and all the
inhabitants in the country near Dungannon were fled
towards Strabane and Derry. And about the same
time our governor received letters from Colonel Lun.
dy acquainting himr that it was concluded at tluir
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committee, that all the forces in the North-west of
Ulster should draw towards Derry and the Logan,
to make good Fin-Water against the enemy, and he
gave us a very melancholy aceount of the ill condition his own men were in. But our governor and the
rest of the gentlemen that adhered to him were positively resolved not to desert Enniskillen, the keeping whereof being of so great consequence, that it
kept the Connaught Irish from joining with the
Ulster Irish, and so was a great security to Derry
ttnd all the country about it. •
March the 20th, all the Protestants in the county
of Cavan in pitiful stormy, weather, and in great disorder came running to Enniskillen and the villages
about, to the no small surprise of us all, about three
or four troops of horse coming before, followed with
about as many foot companies, and then the whole
inhabitants with their women and children to their
middle in clay and dirt, with pitiful lamentations, and
little or no provision to sustain them. Our governor
ordered them free quarters for man and horse in the
town and country about; many of them were indifferently-well armed, and we were joyful that they were
come to us, being in hopes that they would join with
us in the defence of our country.
But upon inquiry into the reasons of their leaving
their country as they did (where they had several
good strengths that might for some time have been
defended,) their officers told us that they had orders from Colonel Lundy for so doing, and did en-
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Oldmixon,) whom no titles could honour.--Mentoire of Ireland,
Lond. 1716, p. 92.
t Crom Castle is situated on the N. E. side of Lough Erne,
and was then garrisoned by a considerable number of Protestants, under the command of Colonel Creighton, who had conveyed themselves and their effects into it, as a place of some
security, and the rather as it lay within a moderate distance
pf Enniskillen, whence they hoped for relief upon an emergency. The walls of the castle were strong, but it had no out-
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deavour (though to no purpose,) to persuade our governor' to do the same with Enniskillen ; but that
which hastened them away in so great disorder, was
the Lord Galmoy • coming with a part of the Irish
army into • the county of Cavan, and surprising a
- house that belonged to Mr Dixy, Dean of Kilmore,
and made prisoner the Dean's eldest son (who was
captain of a troop of horse,) Edward Charleton his
cornet, and about eight or ten of his troopers; upon
news of which all the garrisons about broke up, some
setting fire to their own houses, and the whole country fled to us without knowing who or what number
of men were come against them.
The Lord Galmoy animated by their running
away, and thinking by their example to drive the
whole country before him, came with his soldiers to
Belturbet, and next day sent a partyto besiege Crom
in the county of Fermanagh, a castle standing on
Lough Erne, about sixteen miles distant from Enniskillen ; it was under our protection, and has been
ever since our frontier garrison towards Dublin t.
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And his lordship thinking to frighten that garrison
to a compliance with his demands (as he found the
road boggy, and the carriage of cannon impracti.
cable, Harris, p. 214,) sent two cannon made of tin,
near a yard long in the chase, and about eight inches
wide, strongly bound about with small cord, and
covered with a sort of buckram, near the colour of a
cannon. These two mock cannon he drew towards
Crom with eight horses a-piece, making a great noise
as if they were drawn with much difficulty. As soon
as they came before Crom, he threatened to batter
the castle with these two great battering guns, and
had the vanity to fire one of them, which burst and
had like (as it was said,) to have spoiled the gun' ner*. But those within the castle, depending upon
aid from Enniskillen, denied to surrender, and fired
out at them from the castle, killing several ; Galmoy
continues the siege, and on Friday the 22d of March
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ward fortification nor fosse, nor could it stand a siege of any
duration against a well-appointed force, and more especially
as it was commanded by hills within musket-shot—Ilarris,
p. 214.
• This story is told otherwise in a MS. of sonic credit, which
says that on his approach to Enniskillen he drew one tin gun,
as above described, which upon a sally was seized and brought
triumphantly into town by one man on his shoulder. What
countenanced the account in the MS. was, that Mr Hamilton
(whose relation I chuse to follow, as he was then present at
Enniskillen, and must be supposed to know the truth,) says,
that a detachment sent to the relief of Crom took the two
mock cannon, left one at Crom, and brought the other to En.
p. 214.
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sent a letter to the governor of Enniskillen in the
nature of a summons, acquainting him that King
James was come to Dublin, and that he was come
with an army to reduce that countryto his obedience,
and that by his commission he had power to grant
them better conditions than they might ever expect
from him afterwards if they were reduced by force.
Upon receipt of this summons, our governor called
his officers together to consult what was fit to be
done, and all of them did unanimously conclude not
to desert Enniskillen, nor to submit to any but to
King William and Queen Mary whom they had now
proclaimed, and accordingly returned Lord Galmoy
an answer, that they owed allegiance to none but
them, nor would they submit to any but their Majesties, or those commissioned by them, and so did prepare themselves the best they could to defend the
town, and to use what means they could to relieve
Crom.
On Saturday the 28d of March early in the morning, many of the county of Cavan men left Enniskillen, and marched towards Derry in obedience (as
they said) to Colonel Lundy's orders. And the same
day in the afternoon, Our governor drew outall the
horse and foot he had under his command to the
common hill near Enniskillen, keeping them all day
at their arms, expecting every hour to hear that the
Lord Galmoy was on his march towards-us, and resolved to give ,him battle before he came near the
town; for ever since we took up Enniskillen, we judg-
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ed it adviseable rather to fight the enemy at a dig.
tance from it, than to let them lay siege to it, and we
have hitherto done accordingly. But seeing no enemy appear all that day, and our , scouts returning and
bringing us word that Galmoy can only the length
of Lisnaskea, a village ten miles distant from the
town, and that-upon the news of our drawing out
against him, was retreated back with his men to the
siege of Crom. Our governor therefore in the night
sent a detachment of about 200 of his best armed men,
some by land and some inboats towards Crom, hoping they might get into the castle in the night, but
it being day before they got there, the enemy used
all the endeavours they could to keep our boats from
landing at the castle, firing many vollies at them,
but being bad marksmen, killed only one old boatman, and did our men no farther harm; but our men
shot several of them dead from the boats, landed at
the castle, and having joined those that were within,
they sallied out together and beat them from their
trenches, killed between thirty and forty of them, got
the fire-arms of those that they killed, took their two
mock cannon (one of which was left at Crom, and
the other brought to the castle of Enniskillen,) got
two suits of armour, and several other things of value ; and immediately after Lord Galmoy quit the
thoughts of any farther siege against Crom, and retreated to Belturbet *.
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At this time one Brian MacConogher MacGuire,
who had been a captain in the Irish army, ' was
g prisoner with' us at Crom. Him the Lord Galmoy had a desire to release, and the next day sent
an express to Captain Creighton, the proprietor of
the castle of Crom and governor thereof, proposing to exchange Captain Dixy for this Captain MacGuire, and desiring if the change were approved of,
that Captain MacGuire might be sent to him, promising upon his honour, to return us Captain Dixy
for him. The exchange was very acceptable to the
governor and all that were in the castle of Cron',
but yet they would conclude nothing untie they had
the consent of the Governor of Enniskillen, and the
other officers that were there, and' so sent an express from Crom to Enniskillen for their resolution.
The messenger was immediately sent back to Captain Creighton, with orders from the governor to go
on with the exchange. Accordingly Captain Creigh-
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castle was in some degree supplied by long fowling-pieces, with double rests, used in killing game about the lough. That
as Galmoy was reconnoitring the castle from a hill, near an
English mile distant, and was standing with a glass of wine,
ready to drink confusion to the rebels in Crom, .an expert
fowler from the battlementolevelling his gun, broke the glass
in his Lordship's hand, and killed the man who stood near
him, which deterred the besiegers from making too near ap:
proaches, without which the castle could not be taken, and
gave the Enniskilleners an opportunity to throw a relief of 200
men into it, Which obliged Galmoy to draw off." Both aecounts may possibly be true.
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ton sent MacGuire to the Lord Galmoy, desiring
that Captain Dixy might be returned to him according to his promise under his hand, which letter is in
the hands of the Governor of Enniskillen.
But the Lord Galmoy, shewing what we may expect from the word and promise of a Papist, as
soon as he had MacGuire in his hands, called a
council of war on Captain Dixy and his Cornet Mr
Charleton, where they were both found guilty, and
sentence of death passed upon them for levying men
by the Prince of Orange's commission, which was
found-in their pockets, and immediately they were
desired to prepare to die against the next day. But
in the mean time great endeavours were used, and
promises made them of life and preferment, if they
would turn Papists and adhere to King James; but
they, though both young men, resolutely rejected
the oiler, and Treferred their religion to the saving
of their lives.
And here I cannot but remember MacGuire's carriage, who, as it was reported, sheaved an extraordinary concern for the Lord Galmoy's breach of
faith ; he went to him and told him, that his putting
Mr Disy to death, after his promise under his hand
to return him, would be a.perpetual stain to his
honour; and rather than he should do so base a thing,
prayed that he might be returned a prisoner back
to Crom, and that Mr Dixy's life might be saved,
for he did not desire to purchase his freedom by so
' great injustice. But the Lord Galmoy deaf to ,any
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thing that could be said on their behalf, caused both
the young gentlemen to be hanged on Mr Russel's
sign-post in Belturbet, and when they were dead,
commanded to take their corpse into the kitchen,
to cut off both their heads, and ordered them to be
thrown out into the street to the soldiers to play at
foot-ball with, and when the soldiers for some time
had pleased themselves with this barbarous sport,
their heads were set upon the market-house in Belturbet
March the 25th 1689, having intelligence that
Captain Jarhes Hamilton was come to Derry from
England with great store of ammunition and arms,
the governor sent Nicholas Westby Esq. and myself
Andrew Hamilton clerk, and a guard of four and
twenty men to Derry with letters to Colonel Lundy
and Captain James Hamilton for a supply of arms
and ammunition. Captain Hamilton, was very desirous to supply us ; but Colonel Lundy having the
command of all, gave us but a very cold welcome,
would' not give us one fixed arm, and only sixty
musket ban:els without stock or lock, that were
thrown by in the store-house of Derry as useless,
which we soon fixed, and five barrels of powder out
of at least 500 barrels then in Derry. The powder
and musket barrels we sent safe to Enniskillen, and
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this was all the supply that ever we had of arms
and ammunition, but what we took from the enemy,
until Major-General Kirk supplied us.
And now Mr Hamilton, on his way back from
Derry to Enniskillen, met Dr Walker * at Lifford,
where a token passed between them which was of
great use afterwards during the siege of Derry ; for
all the correspondence that was kept between Derry
and Enniskillen was managed by Dr Walker and

Lond. 1710, p. 244.
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• The Rev. George Walker rector of Donaghmore, elected one
of the Governors of Derry after the flight of Lundy, and whose
spirited defence of that city will never be-forgotten. The Reformed Episcopal clergy have been in general most unreazonably charged with an attachment to slavish principles, and an
opposition to the blessings of civil liberty. But (as Mr Oldmixon observes,) as the courage and wisdom of the Church of
England clergy and laity, in resisting King James's violent attempts to destroy her, were then her safety, so are they now,
and always will be her glory. The clergy of our church in
Ireland distinguished themselves by their zeal and resolution,
against the violence and injustice of his government. The
brave defence of Londonderry was owing, in a great measure,
to the courage and conduct of the Rev. George Walker ; as was
the securing of Enniskillen to the advice and example of the
Rev. Mr Webb, who caused King William and Queen Mary to
be proclaimed there ; and the Papists were so enraged at hid' for
it, that the Lord Galmoy came immediately and attacked the
town, with an intention chiefly to get hold of the minister,
whom he threatened to hang on a gallows as high as that of
Haman's ; but the Enniskillen men beat him off, and were so
solicitous for the safety of their pastor, that they forced him
to retire to Londonderry, and thence to England, for fear he
should fall into their enemy's hands.—Mesioirs of Irelands
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Mr Hamilton, and because it was hazardous to write,
it was concluded on, that all messengers that credit
was to be given to by either party were to give that
token, which if they could not give, no notice was
to be taken of what they said. And during the first
month or six weeks of the siege, the Irish army did
not much scruple to let both men and women pass
to and from Derry, whereby we had a constant correspondence with theth during that time, but after
that they would suffer none to go into the city, whereby our correspondence was in a manner wholly cut
off.
April the 15th, having intelligence that Colonels
Cuningham and Richards were come to the Lough
of Derry with men, arms, and ammunition, the Governor of Enniskillen sent Mr Andrew Hamilton to
Derry again for a farther supply of both ; but the
Lagan army happening to be broke near that time,
and the Irish army coming before Derry, Colonel
Cuningham returned to England without landing the
men or arms he brought with him ; and Mr Hamilton endeavouring to make his way back from Derry
to Enniskillen was taken by a quarter-master of the
Irish horse ; but then king James hairing issued out
his proclamation, that all men that pleased should
have liberty to go to their former dwellings; Mr
Hamilton procured Lieutenant-General Hamilton's
rass to return to his house in Kilskerry, and so got
safe back to Enniskillen. But before he left the Irish
camp, he got a trusty messenger sent into Derry to
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Dr Walker, and having given him the token that.
was between them, it was concluded on that Dr
Walker should not give credit to any report that
might come to Derry of Enniskillen being taken by
the Irish, unless lie saw it under the governor or Mr
Hamilton's hand: and neither were we to believe that
Derry was taken unless we saw it under Dr Walker's
hand ; and this was very happily concluded on, for
there was scarce a week after'the siege of Deny began, but the Irish found means to spread a report
among us that Derry was taken by them, which we
gave no credit to since we did not see it under Dr
Walker's hand, which was well known to several of
us.
It will be but a small digression here to relate an
unnatural piece of cruelty that I saw in the Irish
camp before Derry, at the time that I came to get
Lieutenant-General Hamilton's pass to return to my
own house.
On Thursday the 25th of April, with one Mr Anthony Dobbin, a justice of the peace near Derry, I
came to the Irish camp about nine or ten o'clock in
the morning, at which time a considerable party of
the men of Derry came from the town, and were
skirmishing with some part of the Irish, where Lieutenant-General Hamilton went himself in person to
encourage his men, and whilst we were expecting his
return, Mr Dobbin and I went as near the place
where the fight was as in the circumstances we were
in we durst venture, and coming among some. of
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their tents we met Lieutenant-Colonel Farrell, Lieutenant-Colonel Nugent, and his father, Mr Nugent
of Coolamber, with several others, who being of the
county of Longford, and having some estate in that
county, and being acquainted with those gentlemen
formerly, they came to me and very civilly offered
to dame any service they could in that place. Whilst
we were together we heard several shots going off
within a little way of us, and seeing a soldier•coming
from the, place, Lieutenant-Colonel Farrell inquired of him what the reason of it might be, who made
answer that there was very good sport there, for the
soldiers had got an English or a Scotch witch who
came to bewitch their .horses, and had been gather.
ing their horse-dung ; but the soldiers had made
above twenty shots at her and could not get her
killed. Upon which, believing it was some poor old
creature they were murdering, I intreated those gentlemen to step to the place and to save, her until
they inquired into the matter, who accordingly went,
myself, Mr Dobbin, and above twenty others being
in company with them ; and as they came within
twenty or thirty yards of the place, we saw a poor
old woman at least seventy years of age, sitting with
her breast laid bare, and one of the soldiers came
close up to her, and held-the muzzle of his musket
to her breast, and so shot her dead. It seems they
being bad marksmen, and shooting at her at a distance, none of their former shots were mortal, though
'she was wounded in several places.
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I being concerned at the barbarous cruelty of the
fact, inquired into the matter, and who the woman
was, and found that she had been a woman of the
county near Derry, who being robbed of all that she
had by the Irish army, and hearing that the army
was full of provisions, having got all the meal , of that
country, and that they were very civil to all people
that came among them, she came there that morning
to beg a little meal among the tents, and a man passing by her with.a load of meal, the bag burst, some
of the meal falling upon some horse-dung, and after
the man had gathered up as much of the meal as he
thought fit, the poor woman came, and was throwing the horse-dung out of the dirty meal that he had
left, which an Irish soldier seeing, called out that
there was a witch, gathering their horse-dung to bewitch their horses, that the men of Derry might get
the better of them, upon which the, soldiers gathered
about her, and brought her to that tragical end that
I have here told.
April the 24th, Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd, by our
governor's'order, took a party of foot and horse, and
went from Enniskillen towards Omagh, where the
Irish had a garrison which his party was not in a
condition to besiege. He drove all the cattle near
that place with him; from thence he went to Augher,
where the Irish had 'another garrison in the castle,
which fled before he came to it, but lest they might
return thither again, he set the castle on fire burning it to the ground, and defacing the .fortifications
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about it. From thence he went into the country of
Monaghan, and so returned to Enniskillen with a
very great prey of cows and sheep, which proved a
seasonable relief to the poor people in and about
Enniskillen ; for when the party came in, one might
have bought from the soldiers a good milch cow for
two shillings or half-a-crown, and a dry cow or an
ox cheaper. This was Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd's
first expedition with our men.
About this time, in the latter end of April, there
came to us from Ballyshannon, some troops and foot
companiee of excellent men that belonged to my
Lord Kingston, and came with him to Ballysluinnon,
when at Colonel Lundy's desire he left Sligo. And
then our governor raised a fort on the common hill
next the stone bridge, which he afterwards, to his
great charge, did finish, and is a very considerable
strength, and great security to the town.
May the 2d, the Irish garrison in Omagh sent two
men into the parish of Kilakerry within five miles of
Enniskillen, and in the night the two men stole away
about twenty or thirty cows. In the morning the
owners missing their cows, and seeing their track
go towards the road that leads to Omagh, did be•
l4eve them stolen, and therefore sent to some of their
neighbours to come and waist them in going in quest
for their cows. Accordingly eight of them got together and went upon the trace of the cattle, and
overtook them within a few miles of Omagh ; but
the thieves made their escape to that garrison. The
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men that followed the cows having got them, gave .
themselves no further trouble in following the thieves,
but were bringing the cows back with them to
their own dwelling. But before they got shine half
way home they were overtaken by four and twenty
dragoons from Omagh well mounted; the men having all but bad horses and few arms, three of them
quit their horses and got into a great bog. The other
five thinking they had done no harm but followed
their own goods, submitted and had quarter given
them. The dragoons, leaving a guard with the five
prisoners, followed the other three men, but to no
purpOse ; for the bog that they got to, lay near a
mountain not passable by horse, whither they escaped and so got home. The dragoons returned to the
prisoners, tarried them a little way back with them,
and then most barbarously murdered them all, cutting them so in the face with swords and bayonets,
that their friends scarce knew one of them when they
found them. And this for the most part was the fair
quarter that the Irish gave our men wheneVer they
took any of them, which was the principal cause of
our so obstinate defence both of Derry and Enniskillen" against such unequal odds ; for these, with
what I told before of the Lord Galmoy and other
like barbarous usages and breach of faith, with the
same yet in memory practised in 1641 ; and all
agreeing with the principles of their religion, that
faith is not to be kept with those whom they account
heretics. All this made so stsong an impression
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upon the minds of the people, thatthey were firmly
persuaded that the Irish would not keep articles with
them, and therefore that it was in vain to capitulate. ,
And they not only acted these inhumanities without
remorse, but gloried in them; for the next day after
that horrid and base murder, I have been told Bellew the Governor of Omagh sent an express to Lieutenant-General Hamilton before Derry, acquainting him that a party of his garrison had gone towards.Enniskillen, and killed about 100 of our men,
calling every man twenty ; which good news soon
went through the whole Irish camp, and caused a
great deal of joy among them.
May the 4th, our governor had an express sent
him from Captain Folliot, Governor of Ballyshannon, acquainting him that a considerable. party of
men were come from Connaught to besiege that
place. He sent him the summons he had got, and
prayed him to send speedy relief. May the 6th, our
governor sent to all the garrisons under his command, ordering them to send him speedily all the
armed men they could spare ; and the next day sent
Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd, with about twelve foot
companies and some troops of horse, towards BallyShannon,
who meeting the enemy's horse near Bel•
leek, a village three mileg nearer Enniskillen than
Ballyshannon, soon put them to the rout, killed
about six-score of them, and took about sixty prisoners. All their foot fled towards Sligo, and got of
safe, except some few that were taken in the Fish-
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Island near Ballyshannon, with their captain, one
MacDonagh, a counsellor at law, commonly known
by the name of Blind MacDonagh. We got two
small cannon, several service-horses, and some good
arms. And thus was Ballyshannon relieved by us on
the 8th day of May 1689; and this was the first time
that our men encountered the enemy in the field
with foot and horse,—and having had so great success in the beginning, it encouraged our men very
much. And so we returned to Enniskillen, having
gained this victory without the loss of one man.
Immediately after this we had an express sent us
from Colonel Sarsfield, proposing an exchange of
some prisoners of war that, the Irish had at Galway
and Ballinrobe, for those that we had taken at Ballyshannon. Our governor was willing to listen to
the change ; but having been so treacherously served before by Gahnoy in the matter of Captain Dixy,
desired Colonel Sarsfield to send him the names of
the prisoners that he would change for those then
at Enniskillen. Colonel Sarsfield delayed sending
their names for near a month after ; and in the mean
time he ordered all the Protestants in the province
of Connaught, that had a little before taken protection from him and others, to be put into the gaol of
Sligo, and then sent their names to our governor,
pretending that Sir Thomas Southwel and some
other prisoners in Galway, that before he promised
us, were to be sent into England to relieve some Irish
prisoners who were kept there. But our governor
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suspecting some deceit, refused the change. Upon
which Colonel Sarafield dealt very hardly with these
he had in prison, scarce allowing them food to keep
them from starving, and made them send some of
their wives to our governor with petitions 'and letters, begging of him to relieve them out of their misery ; upon which at length our governor consented
to the change. But this was not without treachery,
as the governor had suspected; for he found all those
who were sent him in exchange, to have been persons protected by the Irish, whom afterwards they
made prisoners, and used them ill, not regarding the
protections they had given, on purpose to cheat the
governor with the exchange. It was the experience
of such faithless dealing, and cruel butcheries of our
men after quarter given, that made some of our soldiers less merciful to them in battle, than they would
have been to any other enemy. And we suppose it
was for this reason that for some time we enjoyed
our quiet, being a terror to the Irish on all hands
near us..
But in the latter end of May, information being
brought to the governor, that there was a garrison
of the Irish in Redhill, and another at Ballynacarrig
(two houses in the county of Cavan,) who straitened
those of our bounds that lay next them. Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd was sent from Enniskillen against
them ; bat he no sooner set out with about 1500
horse and foot, but the news of his march was
brought to the county. of Cavan before him, and
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their fear added to his number, he being reported
to be about 15 or 16,000. Upon which all the Irish
fled, and we no sooner came to Redhill, but the
garrison held out a sign for a treaty ; and having
conditions offered them immediately surrendered
the place with all that was therein, getting quarter
to all the men that were in it. And so without destroying that house, we marched from thence with
the prisoners we had taken to Ballynacarrig, which
was reputed one of the strongest castles in that part
of Ireland, and that which gave it the greater name,
though it was indeed a strong place, was because
Oliver Cromwell lay several days before it, and couldnot take it, but left it ; until afterwards the Irish deserted the place, when he had overcome the rest of
the kingdom. But when we came before it, there
was no great garrison, and but little ammunition in
it; and the news of our taking Redhill struck so great
a terror in those of the castle, that not many hours
after our men came there, they held out a flag for a
treaty, and did -capitulate, that both they and the
other prisoners taken at Redhill, should have free
',liberty to go, without being stripped, leaving the
castle with the arms, ammunition, and what goods
were in it, to the plunder of oqr 4Idiers ; which was
accordingly performed by both parties. We got in
the castle some pikes, about thirty muskets, some
cases of pistols, and but very little powder. As soon
as our soldiers had plundered the castle; we set some
masons, who were in our party, to undermine the
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wall of it, which they soon did, and then set it on
fire, and in a Very few hours it fell to the ground,
and sunk in a heap of ruins ; which we did, because
it was a place of great strength, and lying in the
heart of the Irish country.
The news of our taking Retlhill and Ballynacarrig
was soon brought to Dublin, with a report that our
army was on their march thither, being ever after
this reputed among the Irish to be above 15,000
well-armed men ; and it is incredible to think what
a consternation the Mai about Dublin were in, but
our number was too small, and not half well-armed
for such an undertaking ; however our men marched
near Kells and Finna in the county of Meath, and
brought from thence above 3000 cows and oxen,
2000 sheep and some horses, and then returned safe
to Enniskillen without the loss of one man.
June the 3d, information ivas brought to Enniskillen that the Irish army before Derry had sent a
great many of their service-horses to graze in some
waste-lands near Omagh, eighteen miles distant from
Enniskillen ; and the next day our governor sent
two troops, under the command of Captain. Francis
Gore and Captain Arnold Crosby, into the parish
of Kilskerry, ordering them to keep garrison at Trillick, a house belonging to Captain Mervyn, and
about half way betwixt Enniskillen and Omagh.—
They had not staid there above two days when, taking with them another troop and two foot companies that quartered in the parish of Kilskerry, they
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went in the evening about sunset from Trillick for
wards Omagh, and before eight o'clock the next
day they returned to Trillick with about eight-score
good service-horses taken from the enemy at Omagh,
and near as many more smaller horses fit for labour,
and about 300 cows. This was a lucky bit, for by
it we did disable about three troops of the enemy,
and bettered several of our own troops ; when the
horses were divided among the men, they sold the
horses they got to others of our party at very easy
rates ; and our men hod certainly surprised the fort
at Omagh and taken it, if notice had not been sent
to the enemy of their coming, and so they had time
to secure the fort, but not to save their horses, who
were grazing within a short way of the town.
Soon after this, we had information from all hands
of the miserable condition that the garrison at Derry
was reduced to, and several messages were sent us
to endeavour their relief But alas our condition
was very unfit to attack so powerful an enemy, and
so well-appointed as the army that lay before Derry;
for we were not then at most above' 2000 men,
and those very ill armed, and we had not above two
barrels left of the five barrels of powder that Colonel Lundy gave us. But hearing that Derry must
surrender very soon unless relieved, and believing
that much of our safety did depend upon it, our governor resolved in person, with all the strength we
could make, to endeavour its relief, or perish in the
attempt.
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Our governor therefore drew all his men to the
field, and notwithstanding that he was much pressed
by those of Enniskillen not to go in person, but rather to stay in the town for the securing of the place ;
yet, since Derry was in so great hazard, he could
not be persuaded to stay, but on the 10th day of
June he marched his men, being near 2000, and
came that night to Trillick. The next day we marched towards Omagh, and on the road we were informed that the garrison at Omagh hearing of our
corning, had fled from that place ; which, though it
was a false information, yet encouraged some of our
party, who were freebooters and not under any command, to go on before, in hopes to get the plunder
of the town before the soldiers came to it. They
went near a mile before our forlorn ; but by the
time that they came within less than three miles of
Omagh, and fearing no enemy, they were surprised
by a party of the garrison at Omagh that lay in ambush in a hollow, and came upon them unawares.
Yet all of them made their escape and retreated safe
to our forlorn, except one Rowland Betty, a man in
good esteem among us, who, after he had discharge
ed his pistol, just as hp was wheeling his horse fell
to the ground, and before he could recover his
saddle again they came upon him and took him prisoner, carried him with them a great way nearer
Omagh, and then murdered him. And thus, as I
said, for the most part they dealt with many of our
men after they had been their prisoners, and gotten
www.genealogyebooks.com
fair quarter.
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Our governor with his men marched that night
within a mile and a half of Omagh, and next day
early he possessed himself of the whole town, being
an open place, except the fort, which he laid close
siege to. Our men placed themselves in all the
houses near the fort, and, being good marksmen, plyed them so warmly with their small shot that not a
man of them durst come in view, for they killed
one of them and wounded several others. But we
had not been there many hours, when several expresses came from Enniskillen, one after another, to
our governor and the officers that were with him,
acquainting him and them that Colonel Sarsfield,
with 5 or 6000 men, was come to besiege Ballyshannon, within twenty miles of Enniskillen, and
that Colonel Sutherland was come with another
army to Belturbet, about twenty miles distant from
Enniskillen on the other hand ; and that the one
army, if not both, would be very soon at Enniskil.
len. Our governor therefore having received this
account, called his officers together to consult what
was fittest to be done, whether to go on to relieve
Derry, or to return for the defence of Enniskillen.
But the most of them having their families or friends
in Enniskillen, it was soon resolved on to return.
Some of the officers were for burning the town, it
being a great shelter for the Irish army on their
march to and from Derry ; but the town belonging
to Captain Mervyn, who is a good Protestant, and
in great esteem in that country, it was resolved to
spare the www.genealogyebooks.com
town for his sake. And.so we left it as we
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found it, and the next day our men returned to En..
niskillen.
June the 15th, we had intelligence that Colonel
Sutherland's party at Belturbet was daily increasing,
the Irish flocking to hint from all parts, and that he
intended soon to draw towards Enniskillen. But
we were ever resolved not to suffer the enemy to
come so near as to lay siege to the town, but rather
to fight them before they came to it ; neither did
we think it safe to give them any long time to stay
near our quarters. And therefore our governor ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd to take the field
with the greatest strength we could make in foot
pad horse, and to march against Sutherland.
June the 17th, Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd 'came
with his men to MacGuires bridge, a place not full
half way betwixt Enniskillen and Belturbet, where
Colonel Sutherland and his party lay ; from which
place an Irish spy went in the night, and acquainted
Colonel Sutherland, that all the forces of Enniskillen were coming against him. Colonel Sutherland
had then with him but about two regiments of foot,
a regiment of dragoons and some few troops of horse.
He had brought with him from Dublin spare arms
for two regiments of new levied men that were every
day expected to come to him ; he had some pieces
of cannon and great store of biscuit, wheat, flour,
malt, and other provisions for his army, in order to
besiege Enniskillen. When this news was brougl4
him, that the Enniskillen army was coming against
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liim,-and believing it true that they were so numerous, above fifteen thousand, as was reported, he
thought it not safe to stay at Belturbet, having no
place of any strength there but the church and
church-yard, which was a little fortified, but not
large enough to contain the number of men he had
with him. He therefore thought it best to provide
for his own safety, and to secure the cannon, and
what he could on a sudden carry with him ; but
withall drew out a detachment of eighty dragoons,
and about two hundred foot, and left them , in the
church of Belturbet, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Edward Scot and some other officers,
to see if they could make good that place again t
the Enniskillen men, until he came back to their
relief, aid so marched with the rest of his men
towards Monaghan, that if he were pursued he
might come to Charlemont under the shelter of the
castle.
The next day happened to be a most terrible day
of rain, insomuch that our men could march no farther that day ; and this gave Colonel Sutherland
time enough to go off with those men that he
brought with him. But the next day again proving
fair, Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd with his men advanced towards Belturbet, and ordered Captain Robert
Vaughan and Captain Hugh Galbraith with their
two troops of dragoons, to be the forlorn. But
by the time they came within two miles of Belturbet there met them about a troop of dragoons that
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fired at them, but our dragoons alighting from their
horses, and lining the ditches on both sides of the
road, and the main body of our men coming in view,
the Irish dragoons retreated to Belturbet, and went
all into the church and church-yard to the rest of
their men, intending to make good that place, firing
very fast at us, but with the same success that is
usual with them ;• for they touched not a man of
ours but one, who recovered afterwards. Our men
came very close upon them, and soon got into all
the houses near the church, and some of them-getting into the Archbishop of Dublin's house in Belturbet, which by its height does overtop the churchyard, from the upper windows they did so gall them
with their shot, that not a man of them could keep
the church-yard. And, within less than two hours
after we came there, some of their men being killed,
they held out a flag for a treaty; which being granted, they made conditions, and it was agreed, that
all the officers and soldiers should be our prisoners.
The officers to have all their cloaths and money given
them, if it did not exceed ten pounds the piece; the
common soldiers were to have their lives saved, but
to be'stripped of all their red coats, which was accordingly performed. And thus .we got about 300
prisoners, whereof thirteen were commissioned officers, together with Lieutenant-Colonel Scot, their
commander-in-chief.. But next day we let go near
200 of the meanest of the common soldiers, because
of the charge we were at is maintaining them ; and
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the rest with their officers we brought with us to
Enniskillen. We got about seven hundred muskets,
a barrel and a half of powder, which was as much
as we had in our store-house before, eighty dragoon
horses; with all the'accoutrements that belonged to
them, about twenty horse-loads of biscuit, above fifty
barrels of flour, a hundredsbarrels of wheat, some
malt, and other provisions, all which we sent by
water to Enniskillen. We got but as many red coats
as served two companies, many of their men, being
new levies, wearing gray. And thus we returned to
Enniskillen without the loss of one man, loaden with
the spoils and provisions of our enemies, which
carac very seasonably to us. For by it we were
plentifully provided wi th bread, until our harvest
supplied us again,—and our companies, who were ill
armed before, were now well recruited, and some
new companies were immediately raised ; so that
our condition was much bettered by it.
July the 3d, we received a letter from Mr Archdeacon Brown, chaplain in the Bonadventure frigate, Captain Thomas Hobson commander, giving
us an account, that Major-General Kirk had sent
that ship from the lough of Derry round to Ballyshannon, to know in what condition we were at Enniskillen ; and if we stood in need of ammunition,
or any other thing that he could spare, we should
be provided. And withal desired that some of our
number should be sent to the ship to give Captain
Hobson a particular relation of our affairs. This
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win a most seasonable and acceptable message to
all the garrison of Enniskillen, especially when we
were in hopes of a supply of powder. For although
our foot-soldiers were indifferently provided in arms
by the supply we took from Colonel Sutherland, yet,
as I observed before, we had but little powder, not
much more than three barrels in our garrison,
whereof we got a little before a barrel and a half in
Belturbet.
Orders were therefore that very night given by
the governor that Lieutenant-Colonel Lloyd, Caplain Francis Gore, Captain Hugh Montgomery, Mi.
Andrew Hamilton, and some others, should go the
next day to Ballyshannon, with some troops and
companies to guard what ammunition we should get,
and to acquaint Captain Hobson with the state and
condition of our country. And accordingly, all
things being in readiness for our journey, we marched the next day towards Ballyshannon, being Thursday the 4th of July.
The same day the Duke of Berwick with some
troops of horse, about twq regiments of foot, and
two regiments of dragoons, came to the dwellinghouse of Mr Andrew Hamilton (he being but about
two hours before gong towards Ballyshannon with
a troop of horse,) and having searched the house
for him, and not finding him, first ordered the
soldiers to plunder the house, and then set fire,
to it, burning it to the ground, with all the other
houses belonging to him upon any of his lands
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in that country, saying, ig if they had got himself they would have made him meat fin their
hawks ;" and that this was in revenge of the horses
taken a little before from Omagh, for which they
blamed Mr Hamilton. They did no prejudice to
any other man's estate; but after they had burned
and destroyed all that belonged to him and his tenants, they drove away all their goods to Trillick,
where the Duke encamped his men for some few
days. This was a surprise upon us, most of our
men being abroad at Ballyshannon and other places.
However our governor came that night to Mr Hamilton's house, but they were gone before he came
there, and he had not a party strong enough to beat
up their quarters, and so he returned to Enniskillen,
ordering strong guards to be kept on all the roads
from Trillick to Enniskillen.
* Within two or three clays our scouts brought
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• In order to understand more clearly the subsequent part
of this history, it must be observed, that in July 1689, a numerous and well-appointed army was led from Munster under the conduct of Justin MacCarty (created by King James
on the 23d of May preceding Lord Viscount Mount.Cashel) a
gallant and experienced officer, who encamped at Belturbct,
where, being joined by a body of the Northern Irish under the
command of Cuconacht More Majire, they formed together,
a regular army of 7000 men- In order utterly to extirpate
the Enniskilleners, a plan was formed to attack them at once
by three armies from different quarters, namely, by Sarsiield
With a Connaught army from the West ; by the Duke of Berwick, who covered the siege of Derry, and who at that time
lay encamped at 'Franck, from the North ; and by this Mun-
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word to the governor, that the Duke of Berwick
with all his army was on their march to Enniskillen,
and in a few hours would be near the town. Upon
notice whereof our governor commands two foot
companies, commanded by Captain William MacCormack, with two troops to second them, to go
and defend a strait pass near the mill of Enniskillen,
by which the Duke's army must pass before they
could come near the town, and which might easily
be defended by a few men ; and in the mean time
the go-vernor was getting the rest of his men together to second them. But the two companies corn.
ing to the mill, and seeing no enemy near, after some
stay there, advanced near a mile farther than the
post which they were ordered to keep, and coming
to a hollow between two hills, were on a sudden
surprised with the whole body of the enemy's horse
and dragoons coining upon them. The two companies were soon put to the rout, and the two troops
that were to second them, seeingsthe number of the
.enemy so great, wheeled about without coming to
their relief. We had five and twenty of our men
killed, whereof one was an ensign, six and twenty
taken prisoners, and the rest, though many of them
wounded, escaped to Enniskillen. We lost most of
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the arms that belonged to both the companies*.
Our governor, though too late, by the time that
they were broken was advanced on his way towards
their relief; on whose approach the Duke retreated

were the inhabitants of the town, and were slain in sight
of their friends and families. Yet their courage was not
without a good effect, since it greatly animated all the rest
to fight with that unparalleled spirit which appeared within a few days after in the battle of Newton-Butler.—Harris,
p. 222.
www.genealogyebooks.com
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• This unfortunate affair is generally termed the action of
Cornegrade, from a castle of that name in the neighbourhood
of which it took place.—See Mr Harris's remarks on several
MS. accounts of this account, which differ in some respects
from that of Mr Hamilton.—Harris, p. 221.
One instance of the bravery of a private man in this action,
attested by eye-witnesses, perhaps not inferior to any in the
Greek or Roman story, ought not to be passed over in silence.
John Wilson, a foot-soldier, in this general slaughter of his
companions, stood the shock of several troopers, who all together were hewing at him. Some he stabbed with his bayonet, others he knocked down with his musket, and when his
arms dropped from his hands, he leaped up at them, tore down
some and threw them under their horses' feet. At length oppressed with twelve desperate wounds (one of which was quits
across his face, so that his nose and cheeks hung over his chin,)
he sunk down in a shrubby bush. While be was bleeding in
this condition, a serjeant darted his halbert at him with such
fury that he struck it through his thigh, and could not draw
it out again. Wilson, roused as from death, made his last sfl.
fort, tore the halbert from his thigh, and collecting his whole
strength, darted it through the heart of his enemy. By the
assistance of the halbert he dragged his mangled limbs to Enniskillen, where he was wonderfully cured, and lived thirty
years after. Most of the men who fell in the engagement
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to Trillick, taking the prisoners along with him, and
from thence the next day to the camp near Derry.
But our governor sent an express after him, desiring
that our men who were taken might be used as pri•oners of war, for if they received any damage he
would revenge it on the prisoners then in his hands ;
and in a few days we had all our prisoners returned
to us in exchange for others that we sent them.
We gave Lieutenant-Colonel Scot for a captain
of ours that was taken ; and these were the only
prisoners of our men that they took, and did
not afterwards murder, which we attributed entirely to the message of our governor sent after
them.
This was the only loss that we sustained since our
first taking up arms, which was their own fault by
• going beyond the post that they were ordered to
maintain, and besides was the occasion of burning
Captain Corry's house •, and several other houses
near Enniskillen, which the governor ordered to be
burned as soon as he heard the two companies were

Thank you for buying from Flatcapsandbonnets.com Click here to revisit

44

THE ACTIONS OF

o
al
ne

e
.g

w

w

w

engaged, apprehending the Duke of Berwick would
have made Captain Corry's house his head-quarter,
being of considerable strength and accommodation,
and that his men would have quartered in the other
1
houses'.
But now to return to those who were sent to the
Bonadventure. On Friday the 5th of July the officers went on board the ship, where that worthy
gentleman Captain Hobson treated them with great
civility ; and being fully informed of the state of our
affairs, he gave us good encouragement, assuring us
that very soon there would be care taken to. relieve
us. He gave us thirty barrels of powder, which
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• This affair at Comegrade took place during the absence of
Colonel Lloyd and the greater part of the Enniskilleners at
Bundroose, where a splendid victory was obtained over the
Connaught army, which has been entirely omitted by Mr Hamilton. The Enniskilleners (says Harris,) having notice only
of the motions of the Connaught army to attack them at their
doors, resolved to prevent it by detaching a thousand of their
garrison under Colonel Lloyd to Atop them ; who by a swift
march of twenty miles surprised them in their camp, and
though five times his number, entirely routed them with great
slaughter. This action happened on the river Bundroose, (the
boundary between the counties of Leitrim and Fermanagh,
and also between the provinces of Connaught and Ulster,)
which upon this occasion was stained with the blood of the
Irish. The Enniskilleners, with very little loss, left many
hundreds dead on the spot, many more were drowned in
repassing the river, and a considerable number of prisoners
were made, among whom was a principal commander, Colonel
O'Donnel. Harris, p. 221.
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our officers within two days sent safe to Enniskillen.
He gave us also a few firelocks, which we left in the
garrison of Ballyshannon ; and at last it was concluded on by Captain Hobson and our officers, that two
of our number should be sent to Major-General
Kirk for commissions, some more ammunition and
arms (for we had and still have a great many men
in our country that never bore arms,) and for aid of
men, especially experienced officers, of which we
had great want. And this being agreed on, Mr John
Rider and Mr Andrew Hamilton were chosen to go
to the Bonadventure to Major-General Kirk, who
accordingly went on board the 8th day of July, and
the 12th came into the lough of Derry, where Major-General Kirk lay with the fleet. Mr Rider and
'Mr Hamilton being brought before the Major-General, he for about two days did inform himself by
them of the condition Enniskillen was in, what
store of men belonged to that garrison, and how
armed.
We had then about seventeen troops, thirty foot-companies, and some few troops of dragoons ; our
foot were indifferently-well armed, but our horse and
dragoons not so well. The Major-General had few
or no arms fit for horsemen, but he gave us six hundred fire-locks for dragoons, a thousand muskets to
raise more foot, with twenty barrels of powder, besides the thirty we received out of the Bonadventure, with bullets and match proportionable ; eight
small cannon, and some few hand-grenades. He
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gave us commissions for a regiment of horse cons
sisting of sixteen troops, and fifty private men in
each troop besides officers ; for a regiment of dragoons consisting of twelve troops, and the like number of private men in each troop, and for three regiments of foot, and an independent troop of horse to
every regiment, each regiment of foot to consist of
eighteen companies, whereof two companies to lie
grenadiers, and sixty private men in every company.
The Major-General told us he could spare none of
his private men, but gave us some very good officers,
viz. Colonel William Wolsely to be our commanderin-chief and colonel of our horse, Captain William
Berry to be lieutenant-colonel of our horse, Captain Charles Stone to be major of our horse, Captain James Wynne a gentleman from Ireland, but
then a captain in Colonel Stewart's regiment, to be
colonel of our dragoons. And for our three regiments of foot, Gustavus Hamilton Governor of Enniskillen was made eldest colonel ; and Lieutenant
Colonel Lloyd and Major Tiffan were the other two
colonels. He gave us Captain Thomas Price who has
a troop of horse with us, to be our Aid-Major-General, and one Captain Johnston who has a footcompany to be our engineer.
In a word, when Major General Kirk knew what
condition we were in, which he was a stranger to before until he saw one of ourselves, he then granted
us whatsoever Mr Rider and Mr Hamilton desired
of him, as far as he saw it for our advantage ; and no
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man could have shown more zeal than he did for
their Majesties' service, and the preservation of the
Protestants.
And thus being by the Major-General furnished
according to our own desire, with some cho' ice officers, with commissions, arms, and ammunition, we
took leave of him on Sunday the 20th of July. We
were a little before that come from Lough Foyle,
which is the lough that comes from Derry to
Lough Swilly, where the Isle of Inch is; and the same
day the Major-General went from Swilly to Lough
Foyle in the Swallow frigate, accompanied with the
Mountjoy of Derry, and another lesser vessel loaden
with provisions. But the wind being fair for them,
and cross to us, we were the same night driven back
to the Isle of Inch, where we staid two days"; but the
Major-General' went on his course with the storeships towards Derry.
Wednesday the 24th of July, we went to sea again
towards Ballyshannon, but the wind falling scant
upon us, the ketch that the officers were in did ply
round, and we landed safe within three miles of Ballyshannon on Friday the 26th of July, but the other
vessels wherein the arms and ammunition were, did
not come to Ballyshannon for three or four days after.
When we landed we were met with several troops of
Enniskillen men, who with much impatience expected our coming, welcoming us with firing several vollies at our landing, and giving us all the
expressions of joy and satisfaction that they were

Thank you for buying from Flatcapsandbonnets.com Click here to revisit

48

THE ACTIONS OF

www.genealogyebooks.com

m

co

s.
ok

o
eb
gy

o
al
ne

e
.g

w

w

w

able, and so conveyed tui the same day to Ballyshannon.
We were no sooner come to Ballyshannon but n otice was given us, that Lieutenant-General MacCarty with a considerable army was come to Belturbet
in order to besiege Enniskillen. Upon this our officers went the next day to Belleek, and on Sunday
the 28th day of July, they went by water from Belleek, and landed safe at Enniskillen ; and so they did
not stay for the arms and ammunition that MajorGeneral Kirk sent us. When the officers landed at
Enniskillen, all the foot-soldiers in the town were
drawn up from the castle to the far point of the island next to Ballyshannon, where they came ashore
and received them with a guard ; and when they were
come to the gate gave them three full vollies. All
the men, and women, and younger sort of people
that were in the town, came in great crowds towards
the place where they were, insomuch that they could
scarce get coming to the castle ; and nothing was
heard but loud acclamations welcoming those gentlemen, and praising God that their English friends
had not quite forgot them, but that there was some
sign of relief come at last.
That night that they landed at Enniskillen, there
came an express from Crom to the governor, acqainting him that Lieutenant-General MacCarty had
marched his men from Belturbet, and was come before Crom, and was raising a battery to play upon
the castle. Our governor was then ill of a fever,
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and Colonel Wolseley by his commission being commander-in-chief, the express was brought to him.
And the next day, on Monday morning the 29th of
July, by another express from Crom we were informed, that Lieutenant-General MacCarty had begun to batter the castle with his cannon, and made
his approaches very near it. The besieged with
their small shot from the castle killed a great many
of the enemy ; but yet, being unacquainted with
cannon, they made earnest request to our Governor
Hamilton (for as yet all expresses were sent to him,)
for speedy relief. Colonel Wolseley returned an answer, that he would make all the haste he could to
get our soldiers together ; and upon the Wednesday
following he would endeavour to relieve them. And
the same Monday, Colonel Wolseley sent orders to
Ballyshannon, that all the men there that belonged
to our army should march the next day to Enniskillen, leaving a convenient garrison at Ballyshannon,
for Sarsfield with his army lay at Bundroose within
four miles of it. Accordingly some troops of horse,
and about four or five hundred foot marched from
Ballyshannon to Enniskillen in their arms, which is
twenty long English miles by land ; and some of
them lay two or three miles farther than Ballyshannon. And they shewed no weariness at all when
they came to Enniskillen, but were willing that very
night to.go towards the enemy, for to relieve their
friends at Crom.
A little after our men came from Ballyshannon,
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about an hour and a half after sunset, we saw from
Enniskillen a great light in the air above NewtownButler, where Lieutenant-General MacCarty with
his army lay, which continued for some hours, and
was seen by most of all the people in and about
Enniskillen. But we concluded that either they
had set the town of Newtown-Butler and all the
country about on fire, ; or had raised some fire in
that country to give notice to. Colonel Sarafield
that he was on his march towards us. But after
the fight was over, upon inquiry into the matter,
we found there was no fire that night raised among
them.
I am not very superstitious to lay great stress upon
such sort of signs in the air, but something remarkable there is in them. The like was seen at Glaslough
before the action they had there with the Irish of the
garrison of Charlemont, whom they defeated upon
the 18th of March last, killing their leader, and
about 200 of his men, with the loss only of Captain
Anketell on their side ; but were ordered the next
day to desert the place upon the coming down of
the Irish army, under the command of LieutenantGeneral Hamilton, which they did and marched to
Derry. About a week before this, at eleven at night,
' the night being very dark, there appeared in the air
several pillars of light pointed from towards Charlemont, which were so bright, that they might have
read by them, and this lasted above two hours to the
observation of all the people there.

Thank you for buying from Flatcapsandbonnets.com Click here to revisit

THE ENNISKILLEN•MEN.

51

m

www.genealogyebooks.com

co

s.
ok

o
eb
gy

o
al
ne

e
.g

w

w

w

This brought into my mind a passage in the examination of Dr Robert Maxwell, late Bishop of
Kilmore, then Rector of Tynan in the county of
Armagh, printed at the end of Borlase's History of
Ireland, in the last page but one. I shall give you
his own words, having told a little before of fifty-six
men, women, and children, who were taken out of
his house, and drowned by the Irish at Cur-Bridge.
" About three or four. nights (says he,) before the
" six and fifty persons were taken out of the de" ponent's house and drowned, in the dark of the
" moon, about one o'clock at night, a light was ob" served in manner of a long pillar to shine for a
" long way through the air, and refracted upon the
" north gable of the house. It gave so great a light.
" about an hour together, that divers of the watch
" read both letters and books of a very small cha" racter thereby ; the deponent presaging thereby
" that bloody massacre which ensued."
I pretend to make no explanation, or enter into
the reason or dependence we can have upon these
things, having resolved only to tell you matters of
fact and to leave every man to his own conjectures
of them.
Information was brought us- upon Monday at
night, that Lieutenant-General MacCarty intended
the newt day to send a part of his army towards Lisnaskea, within ten miles of us, and to place a garrison in the castle. Upon this Lieutenant-Colonel
Berry the next morning, being Tuesday the 30th
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of July, was sent with seven or eight troops of
horse, about three foot-companies, and two troop
of dragoons, with orders to take up the castle of
Lisnaskea before the enemy came to it, and to
place a garrison in it if he found it tenable ; but
otherwise to burn it, if he thought it might be
useful to the enemy. And withal he had directions given him to see if he could discover the
enemy, what their strength was, and how posted,
with assurance that all the rest of our men would
soon follow to relieve him, and to raise the siege
from Crom.
Lieutenant-Colonel Berry according to his orders
marched to Lisnaskea, and when he came there he
found the castle so much out of order, that he judged it a place of no consequence, and so left it without doing it any prejudice, keeping his mep all that
night in the field. The next day being Wednesday,
the last day of July, early in the morning he marched his men fr9m Lisnaskea towards the enemy, who
lay about six miles from him ; he sent his scouts before, ordering them not to engage any enemy they
met with, but to retreat until they might discover
their strength, and fight them on some advantageous ground. He had not marched ,above two miles,
when near a place called Donough his scouts did
discover a considerable body of horse, dragoons,
and foot marching towards them, who immediately
advertised Lieutenant-Colonel Berry of their ,approach ; he therefore retreated with his men to Lis-
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naskea again, the enemy still adiancing towards
him, and being a rising ground the way that he retreated, before he came to Lisnaskea he had a full
view of the enemy, and found them to be _above
double his number, and therefore did not think fit
to fight them in that open place, but to retreat till
he came to some more advantageous ground. But
as soon as he began to retreat he sent off an express
to Colonel Wolseley in Enniskillen, acquainting him
what condition he was in, and desiring him to make
all the haste he could to his relief, which accordingly he did.
r
Now there are two ways leading from Lisnaskea
to Enniskillen, the one lately made through some
bogs and low fenny grounds nearer Lough Erne
than the old way. This road Lieutenant-Colonel
Berry resolved to take as being more secure, and
several passes on it much easier to defend than the
other. He had not staid long at Lisnaskea but the
enemy came near him, and then with his men he retreated by this new road; which turns off from the old
at the end of the town of Lisnaskea; and marched
in good order, the enemy still advancing upon him
till he came about a mile distant from Lisnaskea,
to a bog with a narrow causeway through it, that
two horsemen could scarce ride in a-breast upon.
At the end of this causeway, Which is an easy musket-shot over, Berry halted, resolving to make good
that pass against the enemy until he had relief from
Co onel Wolseley. There was a thicket of under-
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wood at the end of the causeway, where Berry placed his foot and dragoons, ordering them to make
good their. ground. The horse he drew a little
farther off, promising that they should relieve the
foot and dragoons, and gave the word, Oxford.
They made but a very short stay there, when Colonel Anthony Hamilton, who was Major-General
to MacCarty, cane in view with a considerable
body of men, who alighting from his horse, ordered
. his dragoons to do so too, and very bravely advanced
near the end of the causeway, his men firing briskly
at ours, but with no great success. For it pleased
God that after a great many vollies of shot which tliey
made at us, not one of our men was killed, and but
about a dozen or fourteen of them' wounded. Our
men were better marksmen, they shot about a dozen
of the enemy dead at the end of the causeway, arid
wounded Colonel Anthony Hamilton, their leader,
in the leg. He being hurt retreated a little, • and
mounted his horse, ordering another officer to lead
on tlie men, who very soon was likewise killed, with
some more of 'their men. The enemy seeing their
men thus drop by our shot, and their general, Colonel Hamilton, being gone a little way back, and
no chief officer there to lead them on, began to retreat from the end of the causeway, which, our men
seeing, gave a huzza, and called out that the rogues
were running. Immediately our foot and dragoons
took the bog on each hand, and our horse advanced on the causeway towards them, which the enemy
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perceiving, began at first to retreat a little faster
from us, but their retreat soon fumed to a most
disorderly flight, without offering to face about, or
fire any more at us. Our horse soon overtook them,
and fell in among their foot, and such dragoons as
were on foot, and made a very great slaughter of
them, having the chase of them through the town
of Lisnaskea,,and near a mile farther. And the execution had been greater, but notice was brought to
Berry, that Lieutenant-General MacCarty, with the
body of his army, was advancing towards him. Upon
this he sounds a retreat, and brings back his men to
the place where the fight first began, having killed
about 200, and taken about 30 prisoners, which he
sent immediately to Enniskillen, with several horse
loads of arms that he. had taken from the enemy.
And this engagement happened about nine o'clock
in the forenoon.
About eleven o'clock there came an express from
Colonel WOlseley to Lieutenant-Colonel Berry, acquainting him that he was come with his men to
his relief, and desiring him to march the party under
his command to the moat above Lisnaskea, where
both parties might join together, and then consider
what they hid to do. Now Colonel Wolseley had
marched his men the old road from Enniskillen to
Lisnaskea, leaving the new road where Berry and
his men were about a mile on the right hand. As
soon as this express came Berry marched, and both
he and Colonel Wolseley with their men met at the
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same time near the moat, above the town of Limaskea ; and after some kind words had passed between
both parties at their meeting, Colonel Wolseley acquainted the officers that the party under his command had made so great haste to relieve the other
party, that few or none of them had brought a meal
of meat with them, and therefore they must speedily
consider what they had to do ; for either they must
advance towards the enemy, and resolte to fight
them that very day, or return back to Enniskillen
for want of provision. But after the thing was debated among the officers, it was agreed on to consult the soldiers themselves, and to know their mind
in the matter. The men were called to their dose
order, and the question was asked; whether they
would advance and fight the enemy that day, or
turn back to Enniskillen ? They who had never before turned their back to their enemy, thought it
dishonourable then to begin, especially after so remarkable a victory obtained that morning, and upon
so unequal terms, which they took for a presage of
what they might expect in the afternoon. All of
them therefore with one acclamation called qut to
advance. Upon this Colonel Wolseley and the
other Colonels drew up all the men in baulk, and
gave the word, No Popery; which was very acceptable to all our party. And then he drew out four
men out of every troop, with an officer to command
them, for a forlorn. Our whole number, when all
were joined together, did consist of about sixteen
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troops of horse, three troops of dragoons, and
twenty-one companies of foot, besides some that
were not under command. So that in the whole
party, we reckoned ourselves something more than
two thousand.
Colonel Wolseley ordered the forlorn to march
on about half a mile before the army . He ordered
Colonel Tiffan to lead on the first battalion of foot,
consisting of about five or six companies seconded
with some few troops. , Colonel Lloyd led on the
next battalion of foot, consisting of about the same
number, and the same way seconded; then follow..
ed the dragoons. And Colonel Wolseley himself
led on the main body of foot, followed with the rest
of our horse under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Berry and Major Stone. And in this order
we marched from Lisnaskea to Donough, and so
towards the enemy, who, we were informed, had
raised their siege from Crom, and were come to
Newtown-Butler, a village about two miles from
Donough.
We had not marched above half a mile from Do,nough, when our forlorn came in view of the forrorn of the enemy, who immediately retreated before our men. We advanced after them till we
came within about half a mile from Newton-Butler, where there is a steep hill that the road leads
through ; and before you come to the hill there is a
bog with a causeway through it, where only two
pen at most can ride in a-breast. The enemy was
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drawn up in very good order upon the hill above
the bog ; and no other way had we to come at them,
but by the bog and causeway through it.
When our men came near the place, our officers
considered the ground, and how advantageously the
enemy had posted themselves ; and then Colonel
Wolseley ordered Colonel Tiffan with his battalion
of foot to take the bog on the right hand of the
causeway, and Colonel Lloyd with his battalion to
take the bog on the left, and ColonelWynn to divide
his dragoons, and the one half to second Colonel
Tiffan on foot, and the other to second Colonel
Lloyd. And he ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Berry
to advance with the horse upon the causeway, as
the foot on each hand advanced through the bog.
And he himself brought up the main body in the
rear to send reinforcements-to those that went before as he saw cause. And thus while we advanced in good order,towards the enemy, they ordered
the town of Newton-Butler and the country-houses
about to be all set on fire ; and before our men
came within musket-shot of them they began to fire
at us. But by the time that we came within shot
,of them, and had fired two or three vollies at them,
our men saw them begin to draw off and retreat towards Newton-Butler; which our men misapprehending, believed them running away, and our officers
had much ado to keep them from pursuing with all
the speed they could. But Colonel Wolseley and
the officers with him, from a height opposite to the
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place where the enemy was posted, saw them go of
in so good order that they believed it was either to
draw our men into an ambush, or bring them to some
place of better advantage for the enemy; and therefore sent orders to Colonels Tiffan and Lloyd that
no man should go out of his rank, but pursue them
in good order until they were certain that they were
flying. Our men having received this commend,
advanced after the enemy, keeping their ranks ; and
the enemy still faced about in their rear, firing at
us tiH we went through the town of NewtonButler, and near a mile past it. And thus in very
good order they retreated and we advanced, till they
came to a bog on the road, near half an Irish mile
over, with a narrow causeway through the middle
of it, by which we must pass to them. As soon as ever
the front of our men came to the 'bog-side, they saw
the enemy all drawn up on the hill opposite to them
at the other side of the bog, having their cannon
placed at the end of the causeway. Colonel Wolseley ordered our men to advance towards them as
they had done before, the ground being much alike.
And so Colonel Tiffan with his foot took the bog on
the right, and Colonel Lloyd with his foot took it
on the left hand, seconded by Colonel Wynn and
his dragoons ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Berry and
Major Stone advanced with our horse towards the
causeway. But as soon as our horse came to the side
of the bog, and were beginning to come upon the
causeway, the enemy fired their cannon at them, and
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plied them so hard that our horse could not advanceone step. But our foot and dragoons on both sides
advanced by degrees upon them through the bog,
the enemy still keeping their ground till they came
up and seized their cannon, killed their cannoneers,
and then advanced towards the body of their men
that were drawn up a little above them.
As soon as our horse perceived that their cannons were seized by our foot, they advanced on the
causeway ; which the enemy's horse perceiving,
they wheeled about with such dragoons as were on
horseback, and fled towards Wattle bridge, desert..
ing their foot. Their foot stood their ground till our
men came among them ; but then perceiving their
own horse and dragoons fled, and ours coming up
to them, they thought it no time to stay any longer
but turned their backs. And instead of going to the
left hand where they had an open country and
might have made their escape, they being strangers
in the country, fled all to the right hand, through a
great bog above a mile long, which leads towards
Lough Erne, most of them all throwing away their
arms into turf-pits.
Now the country there is so full of bogs, and
standing pools, and loughs, that there is no passing
for horse, but upon the. road which for the most
part is all paved. Our horse followed theirs in a
string, over the narrow way from the , place where
the enemy had planted their cannon, to Wattle
bridge, which is a bridge over a branch of Lough
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Erne, and left a good guard of horse on the bridge
to secure that pass. And about a hundred foot,
under the command of Captain George Cooper,
were ordered to guard the cannon that we had
taken. Our horse kept all the road between the
two places, that not one of their foot could pass
them. Our foot in the mean time followed theirs
through the bog into a wood near Lough Erne,
and gave quarter that day to few or none that they
met with unless officers ; which the enemy perceiving, and having no courage to fight for their lives,
they desperately took the lough in several places,
to the number, as was computed, of about five hundred : and not one of them that took the water
escaped drowning but qiie man, who got through
after a great many shot was made after him. All
that night our foot were beating, the bushes for
them, and all that their officers could do could
not bring them off from the pursuit till next day
about ten o'clock, by which time scarce a man
of them that took towards the lough-side escaped, but was either killed, or taken prisoner, or
drowned.
In this action there was a remarkable stroke
given by Captain William Smith, who at one
blow cut off the upper part of a man's head just
under the hat. As much of the scull as was within the hat with all the brains, being struck quite
away from the other part of the scull that stuck
with the body, and not so much as a bit of skin
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to keep them together, but what was cut quite
through.
Lieutenant-General MacCarty when his men were
fled, with about five or six officers, went into a
wood near the place where the cannon were planted ; and some small time after came out of the
wood with those that were with him on horseback,
and fired his pistol at the party that were guarding the cannon. Our men, when they came first
from the wood, thought them some of our own
party, supposing all the enemy fled, and never
questioned them till MacCarty fired his pistol ; and
then seven or eight of the soldiers fired their muskets at him, shot his horse dead, and wounded him
very ill in several places. SAnd then to put him out
of pain, one of the soldiers clubbed his musket to
have knocked out his brains ; which one of those
that came with him from the wood espying, called
to the soldier to hold his hand for it was their General MacCarty. At the hearing of which Captain
Cooper came up, and gave Lieutenant-General
MacCarty and those that were with him quarter,
and that night carried him to Newton-Butler. And
he being asked how he came so rashly to hazard his
life when he might have gone off with his horse
when they made their escape, professed that he
found now the kingdom like to be lost, his army
being the best for their number that King James
had, unless those before Derry who were then much
broken ; and that he came with a design to lose his
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life, and was sorry that he missed his end, being
unwilling to outlive that day. And thus ended that
day's service.
Whence we may reckon the safety of the Protestants in Ireland, God having given us the greatest and most remarkable victory over the Irish that
was obtained in this or any former age. They were
reckoned six thousand, and we not much above
two. We killed that day in the morning and the
afternoon about two thousand, brought to Enniskillen above four hundred prisoners, with their general
and a great many other officers. There were drowned in several places of Lough Erne, as was computed, about five hundred. The Irish themselves
confess there were three thousand of their men
wanting, when those that fled came to Dublin ; but
would not own that we killed so many, but that for
fear of punishment and shame for being beaten by
so few, many of their men had deserted and not re•
turned to their colours. We took seven cannon,
fourteen barrels of powder, a great quantity of
cannon and musket-ball, all their drums, and what
colours they had which were not many, they having but about three pair of colours to every regiment.
Some few days after this fight, King James sent
Mr Huben, one of his surgeons, to Enniskillen,
to attend Lieutenant-General MacCarty, and likewise sent him some money to subsist him and the
other officers who were taken prisoners, and sent
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him 'some hogsheads of wine and other provisions
that were fit for him, which he could not get at
Enniskillen.
We lost, as was computed, about twenty men,
whereof not above a dozen were men under command; and no man of any note, but Captain Robert
Corry, and Cornet William Bell. The rest were all
private men, and we had about forty or fifty men ill
wounded*.
The action of this day, made the Irish, through
the whole kingdom, take new measures. It put
them in a very great consternation, and had we
followed our blow, we might, in all human reckoning, have marched to Dublin ; which the Irish themselves did apprehend, for they had but a few men
then in arms there : but that we did not know, and
it was too great an attempt upon uncertain grounds.
But the chief reason of it was this, that when Lieutenant-General MacCarty was taken, there was a
letter found with him written by Colonel Sarsfield
to him, from his camp at Bundroose, wherein he acquainted him, that the Duke of Berwick was at such
a day to be near Enniskillen, with a party of horse
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• The Enniskilleners continued, during the remainder of
the war in Ireland, to maintain the distinguished character
they had already acquired in so many hard-fought battles. In
the summer of 1690 they were put on the same foot with the
other forces of the state, and the name of Enniskillen has descended, and is to this day borne by two of the most gallant
regiments in the service of his Majesty, viz. the 6th dragooUs
and the 27th foot.
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and dragoons from Derry, desiring Lieutenant-General MacCarty with the army under his command,
to join the Duke of Berwick to besiege Enniskillen,
on that side of the town that lies next to Londonderry ; and that he, with the army under his command at Bundroose, would besiege Enniskillen on
that side of the town that lies next to Connaught.
—And now the fight we had with General MacCarty happening but some few days before this
was to be done, our officers therefore immediately
resolved to march our men back to Enniskillen,
and to go and meet either Sarsfield, or the Duke
of Berwick, whom they judged to be on their way
thither.
And so with our prisoners, and considerable
plunder gotten in Lieutenant-General MacCarty's
camp, we marched from Newton-Butler towards
Enniskillen, on Thursday the 1st of August, and
there our officers concluded next to go and meet
Sarsfield, on his road from Bundroose near Ballyshannon.
Accordingly our army marched towards Ballyshannon on Friday the 2d of August ; but before
we went half way, there met us an express from
Captain Folliot of Ballyshannon, acquainting us that
Sarsfield, having information of the defeat that we
had given MacCarty, and that we were returned
back, had raised his camp at Bundroose, and was
retreated to Sligo. As also informing us, that the
arms and ammunition sent us by Major-General
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Kirk was landed at Ballyshannon. Upon which
Colonel Wolseley sent Colonel Tiffan, and his
Lieutenant-Colonel Gore, to Ballyshannon, with
three troops of horse and some companies of foot,
to secure the arms and ammunition, and to send
them to Enniskillen ; and withal to stay at Ballyshannon to secure that place in case Sarsfield should '
return with his army to besiege it. And having so
done, the rest of our army returned the next day
to Enniskillen, resolving to go and meet the Duke
of Berwick. But on Sunday morning, the 4th of
August, we had intelligence that the siege of Derry
was raised on Thursday the 1st of August in the
morning, a little before day, and that the army
which lay before it was marched past Omagh. Upon
this Lieutenant William Charleton was sent with
about a troop of detached horse, to follow the Irish
army on their march towards Charlemont ; who returned on Monday and told us, that he had seen
the rear of them pass by Castle-Caulfield, within
three short miles of Dungannon, and so it was in
vain to follow them.
And thus having defeated Lieutenant-General
MacCarty's party, and taken him prisoner, Sarafield fled ; and the siege of Derry being raised, our
fears were now at an end, and for some time we
enjoyed quiet from all our enemies, and the name
of Enniskillen-men became a terror to the Irish.
We had nothing left to employ us after this but
to take care to regiment our men,. according to
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the commissions which Major-General Kirk gave
us.
Wednesday, the 7th of August, being the \same
day se'ennight that Lieutenant-General MacCarty
was beaten, we kept as a day of thanksgiving for
the great victory God gave us over our enemies,
and the peace which we. then enjoyed from them on
all hands. And the same day Mr Andrew Hamilton was sent by the officers at Enniskillen to MajorGeneral Kirk, to congratulate him for his happy
success in the relief of Derry. He received him
very favourably, and within two days sent him back
to Enniskillen, with orders to Colonel Wolseley to
send him five hundred horse and two hundred dragoons, that he might march the foot he had towards Colerain, and so towards Duke Schomberg
whom he had advice was at sea or landed at Carrickfergus. He likewise ordered the dragoons to bring
with them two hundred of the common prisoners
that we had taken of Lieutenant-General MacCarty's
party, to help to empty the store-ships at Derry,
and to cleanse the town ; for they wanted horse at
Derry, and their men were so sickly that they were
not able to do any thing towards the emptying of
the ships.
According to these orders our horse and dragoons, with the two hundred prisoners, came to
Derry about the 15th of August. And within a
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day or two the Major-General ordered the horse to
march towards Colerain, but to halt at NewtonIhnavady, a place half way betwixt Derry and Colerain, until he came up with the foot and dragoons.
But the news coming to Colerain, that the Enniskillen horse were joined with the Major-General,
and that they were all on their march towards that
place, the garrison there deserted the place and
fled towards Charlemont. Notice whereof being
Sept to the Major-General from Colerain, the mes•
senger met the Enniskillen horse at Newtonlimavady, who immediately marched forward, and came
peaceably into Colerain, being ready to receive the
Major-General into the town the next day when
he came to them. And so the Enniskillen horse
marched before the Major-General all the way,
until his party joined Duke Schomberg at Carrickfergus.
And here I would have ended, shaving been no
longer an eye-witness to any of their actions at Enniskillen, but I cannot omit the manner of our taking Sligo, and driving Colonel Sarsfield and his
party from thence. And although I was not present
at the action, as I was at most of the rest, yet I had
the account of it from a person of good credit, and
so may with confidence relate it here ; and thus it
was :
Colonel Tiffan having from Ballyshannon sent us
the arms and ammunition that Major-General Kirk
ordered for us; within some few days after, seeing
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no sign of Colonel Sarsfield returning to besiege
Ballyshannon, he ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Gore
to take three troops of horse, and one hundred and
fifty foot with him, to go as near Sligo as he could
with safety, and to bring him intelligence in what
condition Sarsfield's army was, what their number,
and how posted. That if he might be able to
attack them with the men under his command,
which in the several garrisons about Ballyshannon
would have been about one thousand men, foot
and horse, he would do it. But if the party he
had were too weak for them, lat he might send
to Enniskillen for the rest of our men ; for he did
not think it fit to let an enemy lie so near our
borders.
Lieutenant-Colonel Gore, according to Colonel
Tiffan's orders, took three troops of horse, and one
hundred and fifty foot, and marched towards Sligo.
But by the time that he came within six or seven
miles of Sligo, some of his party took an Irishman
prisoner, and brought him before Lieutenant-Colonel Gore, who knew him to be a foster-brother of
his own, that .is, a son of his nurse, which is
reckoned a great relation among the Irish. But
being of Irish parents, and bred a Papist, he had
forsaken the Lieutenant-Colonel since these troubles
began in our country, and adhered to his own countrymen and friends. The Lieutenant-Colonel threatened to hang him for deserting him ; but the other
finding his life was at stake, begged earnestly of
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Lieutenant-Colonel Gore to spare him, assuring him
that if he would admit him into his service again, he
would be just to him for the time to come. Gore,
after some time, pretended to be overcome by the
fair promises of the fellow, and the intercession of
some gentlemen that were with him, he consented
to spare his life ; and as a trial, employed him in an
affair to Sarsfield's 'camp, which he said, if he performed truly, he would be kind to him whilst he
lived, and take him into,his service. The fosterbrother faithfully undertook to observe his commands ; and then Lieutenant-Colonel Gore desired
him to go to Sligo privately, to five or six officers
in Colonel Sarsfield's army, whom he named, and for
whom he had a particular kindness, and to acquaint
them, a That all the army belonging to Enniskillen,
a with the men of Derry, and the English that came
a over under the command of Major-General Kirk,,
were all joined together, and on their march toa wards Sligo. That they were above twenty thoua sand men, and would be there the next day ; and
a that he, with the horse and foot under his coma mend, were only the forlorn, sent before to clear
a the way for the army. And therefore desired that
a those friends of his should provide for their own
safety ; but charged him not to tell any of the rest
a of Sarsfield's army." And thus having instructed
his foster-brother, he sent him away towards Sligo,
whilst he with his party marched slowly on their
way.

Thank you for buying from Flatcapsandbonnets.com Click here to revisit

S~ 51a ENNISKILLEN-MEN.

71

m

www.genealogyebooks.com

co

s.
ok

o
eb
gy

o
al
ne

e
.g

w

w

w

All the country near Sligo was planted with Irish,
and as soon as ever the foster-brother met any of
them on the road, he told that the Enniskillen-men,
with the rest before named, were on their march to
Sligo, giving an account of• their number, and the
time of their being there, according to what LieuIenant-Colonel Gore had told him.
This story going from one to another, set all the
Irish near Sligo running with their goods to Roscommon and Athlone, and some towards Galway, no
one daring to stay for fear of this great army. The
foster-brother goes on till he came to Sligo ; and
as soon as he came there he told every one that he
met, what Colonel Gore ordered him to tell only to
some few gentlemen that were his friends, assuring
them that Lieutenant-Colonel Gore would be with
them in a few hours, and that the whole army was
following fast after him. This was soon noised
over the whole camp, which coming so unexpectedly upon them put them all in a terrible fear, and
every one began to think of his own safety, and
packing up what he might most easily carry with
him. And so all were leaving the camp and flying
toward Athlone ; which coming to Colonel Sarafield's ears, he sent to know the reason of the tumult. The foster-brother who had brought the news
to town, was soon brought before him ; who having told what Lieutenant-Colonel Gore gave him in
charge, and naming those gentlemen, who happened accidentally to be then with Colonel Sarsfieldf
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and true account of the success of your Majesties
arms, in the hands of the men of Enniskillen, till
about the end of August last ; for then it was that
the governor, officers, clergy, and other gentlemen, belonging to the garrison of Enniskillen,
sent me to your Majesties with the address, which
your Majesties were graciously pleased to receive
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and all of them knew that Gore had a kindness for
them, this did fully satisfy them of the truth of
what he told Colonel Sarsfield, who immediately
caused' his drums to beat to bring his men together,
but in vain ; for he could not get -one of them to
their arms, all of them (much like Sarsfield's carriage at Wincanton, Hist. Desert. p. 77,) making
the greatest haste they could towards Roscommon
and Athlone, and so to Dublin, leaving Sarsfield with
his own servants, to break the carriages of his cannon ; and so he marched after his men to Athlone.
And thus Colonel Sarsfield and his whole party
left Sligo to us, without seeing an enemy, and in
some few hours after Lieutenant-Colonel Gore with
his three troops of horse and the hundred and fifty
foot, entered the town, got fourteen cannons, and
some say three more afterwards, and a mortar-piece,
with the whole provisions that belonged to their
army, except what small matter, in the great hurry
they were in, they could carry with them.
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from me at Hampton-Court the 12th day of October
last.
And now, may it please your Majesties to give
me leave, in the names and by the commission of
those gentlemen of Enniskillen, humbly to beg your Majesties to accept of these their services for your
honour, in the just defence of their religion and
laws, and to pardon the imperfections in the relation, by
Your Majesties obedient and loyal
Subject and Servant,
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TO THEIR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTIES,

KING WILLIAM AND QUEEN MARY,
The Humble Address of the Governor, Officers, Clergy and,
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other Inhabitants of your Majesties Town of Enniskillen, in
your Majesties Kingdom of Ireland.
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your Majesties most faithful and most loyal subjects, do in the first place offer up unto Almighty God
our most humble thanks for the deliverance vouchsafed us from our merciless and bloody enemies ; and
next, unto your most sacred Majesties, for your gracious
care taken of us, and in sending Major-General Kirk
to the relief of the poor handful of your Majesties Protestant subjects left in this place and Derry, whose
miraculous holding out, under God, has been the preservation of the Protestant interest in this kingdom ;
and for those worthy officers sent to this place by him,
among which the Honourable Colonel WilliamWolseley
our commander-in-chief, under whose great and happy
conduct, God has been pleased to bless us with the
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most signal and remarkable victory obtained over our
enemy, in this or the former age. And as we were
early in the demonstration of our loyalty, in proclaiming your most sacred Majesties on the 11th day of
March last ; so we shall persevere in the same dutiful
allegiance to our lives'. end, ever imploring the Divine
Majesty to continue your prosperous reign long and
long over us, most humbly begging your most sacred
Majesties favourably to accept this Address of our most
humble and sincere obedience, which we shall ever be
ready to make good both with out' hearts and hands.
GUSTAVUS HAMILTON, Governor.
Matthew Webster
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An. Hamilton
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Bsetusz some who delight to reflect upon others for reflecting sake, even where no occasion is given, have ventured
to give out that neither Mr Andrew Hamilton, who came
lately over, nor Mr Hugh Hamilton and Mr Allen Cathcart,
who:were sent over hither from Enniskillen in Januaryl688,
had any commission or instructions from the Governor
and Gentlemen of Enniskillen, but took upon them such employment merely to recommend themselves, whereby they
have done what in them lay to obstruct what might be offered by them in behalf of that people, I have therefore subjoined to this narrative the credentials which they had from
Enniskillen, with which I would not otherwise have incumbered this brief relation, desiring to have nothing in it but
what was necessary to the subject in hand.

The Governor of Enniskillen his Commission, in behalf of himself and people, unto Mr Huai;

HIMILTON

and Mr ALLEN

CATHCART, to present their Address to the then PRINCE of
ORANGE, and to solicit for Arms and Ammunition.
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To all christian people, to whom these presents shall
come, we Gustavus Hamilton Esq. elected Governor
of Enniskillen, in the county of Fermanagh, and kingdom of Ireland, together with the inhabitants of the
said town, and a select number of Protestants united
to them, send greeting in our Lord God everlasting.
Forasmuch as we have drawn and signed an Addressof Thanks, to be presented to his Royal Highness the
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Prince of Orange, for his being the happy instrument,
under God, of our delivery from Popery and arbitrary
power : Now know ye, that we the said inhabitants of
Enniskillen, aforesaid, for divers causes and considerations us thereunto moving (but more especially that
they have been eminent in concurring with us, and
influencing the country against the designs the Lord
Tyrconnel had against this place,) have nominated,
constituted, and appointed our well-beloved friends Mr
Hugh Hamilton and Mr Allen Cathcart, jointly or severally, to offer the said Address to his Highness, and
to be presented by the Honourable Earl of Clarendon,
or any other noblemen about court. As also we empower the said Mr Hugh Hamilton and Mr Allen Cathcart, to solicit his Highness for arms and ammunition
for this place. We also desire, that credit may be given
to these our deputies, both for our trust to them, as also
in their charactering this country.

s.
ok

Given under the hand and seal of the Governor,
this 16th day of January, one thousand six
hundred eighty and eight, by unanimous consent of the inhabitants of the said town.

GUSTAVUS HAMILTON.
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Lord Viscount MASSAREENE, and unto divers others of the
Nobility and Gentry in the North-east part of Ulster, from
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The Copy of a Letter sent to the Earl of Moisx-ALEassaut.

the Governor of Enniskillen.

e
.g

Enniskillen, January 23, 1688.

MY LORD,
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WHILST we and all the Protestants of this kingdom
groaned under the fears of approaching miseries, and
there was nothing but a universal dread of imminent
ruin suggested to our thoughts, and that we see our
religion, our laws, lives, and our all at stake, so that
nothing could be added to our danger, but our willingness to lay under whatsoever was imposed upon us :
The law of self preservation (one of the ancientest of
the world,) constrained us rather 'to choose a hazardous undertaking, than a voluntary slavery ; to which
we were the more provoked by the insulting menaces
of those, who, under the pretence of quartering upon us,
came to pillage us, and designed to make this their entrance to the devastation of this part of the province.
So that not being willing to be enslaved, and help to
make others so too, this pass being the only inlet from
Connaught to Ulster, from whence, as by an inundation
it might have been overflowed. We stand upon our
guard, and do resolve, by the blessing of God, vtther
to meet our danger,'"than expect it. We doubt not but
your Lordship's consideration, with others of that part
of the country, has suggested thoughts of this nature
to you also, which may induce you to a necessary de.
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fence of yourselves and others ; and therefore do intreat your Lordship's candid and sincere advice in the
management of this great affair, too weighty for our
weak shoulders to bear alone, since we are sure to be
the first shall meet with the dangerous and highly incensed revengeful hand of our enemies. Our great hope
is, that God will incline your Lordship to our assistance,
and give us courage and success in this so just an under•
taking. We intreat credit may be given to these our
messengers, Mr Hugh Hamilton and Mr Allen Cathcart, who are well acquainted with the proceedings of
those who shall not fail to continue,
Your Lordship's
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Faithful humble Servant,

GUSTAVUS HAMILTON.

Mr MAIIILTON.8 Letter of Attorney, empowering him to soli-
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cit at the Court of England, on behalf of the Garrison of
Enniskillen.

KNOW all men by these presents, that we the Govern-
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or, Colonels, and other officers belonging to the garrison of Enniskillen, do hereby nominate, constitute, and
appoint our right trusty and well beloved friend,
Andrew Hamilton, clerk, as our true and lawful attorney, to go to the court of England, and in our name
and stead to solicit our affairs and all concerns belong•
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Given under our hands at Enniskillen this 6th day
of August, 1689.
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ing to our garrison ; hereby ratifying and confirming
what our said attorney Mr Andrew Hamilton shall do,.
in as ample manner as if we were personally present.

GUSTAVUS HAMILTON, Gov.
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(With a great many other officers.)
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The Certificate of the Governor and Officers of Enniskillen,
in behalf of Mr ANDREW HAMILTON, when they sent him
their Agent to their Majesties King WILLIAM and Queen
MARY.
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To all persons to whom these presents shall come, we
the Governor, Colonels, and other officers belonging to
the garrison of Enniskillen and county of Fermanagh,
do hereby certify and declare, that the bearer hereof,
Andrew Hamilton, clerk, Rector of Kilskerry, and one
of the Prebends of the Diocese of Clogher, has truly
and faithfully adhered and joined with us since the 9th
day of December last past; at which time we did associate together, in defence of ourselves and the Protestant religion. And the said Andrew, at his own proper costs and charge, did raise a troop of horse and a
foot company, and joined them with us in the same
cause ; for which his enemies did him and his tenants
all the mischiefs they could. And upon the 4th of the
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did burn the dwelling-house and all other the houses
belonging to the said Andrew, in ten several villages ;
and drove away from the said Andrew and his tenants
above a thousand cows, two hundred horses and mares,
and about two thousand sheep, with all their household
goods. And the said Andrew, between his temporal
estate and church living, was worth above four hundred pounds per annum, the profit whereof he hath lost,
much of it lying in the enemy's country. And we farther certify and declare, that the said Andrew Hamilton bath been one of the Prebends of Clogher these fifteen years past, and bath all along, during the said time
continued a painful and constant preacher, and of a
good fame among us.
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last month, sent under the command of the Duke of
Berwick, an army of four or five thousand men, and

All which we certify under our hands, at Ennis-.
killen, this 6th day of August, 1689.
GUSTAVUS HAMILTON, Governor.

Alexander Fulton
William Browning
Robert Vaughan
Robert Clark
011. Jackson
William Parsons
Hugh Montgomery.
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Thomas Lloyd
Abraham Creichton
William Smith
Alexander Acheson
Morgan Hart
Thomas Hart
Daniel Hodson
John Fulton
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SINCE this was put into the press, I have heard of
a pamphlet which does abuse both the men of Derry
and Enniskillen, and am informed, that not only Papists, but others who pretend to be Protestants, have
of late falsely, maliciously, and industriously made it
their business to lessen the actions of both these places,
and have insinuated that the people now in arms in
Ireland, who are called the Enniskillen-men, were
men of no fortune or reputation, and that the actions
done by them are not so considerable as fame makes
them.
As for Derry, no true Protestant will deny, but the
holding out of that place against the Irish army, was
of so great importance, that the safety of these three
kingdoms did depend very much upon it. And it is
well known, that during the whole time of that long
siege, the men of Enniskillen kept at least the on
half of the Irish army from coming before Derry, and
kept them in so great fear of their coming to relieve
the town, that they durst never make a regular attack
upon the place, but were forced to divide their men,
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keeping strong guards at Strabane, Lifford, Castlefin,
Clawdybridge, Newtown-Stewart, Castle-Derrig, and
Omagh, lest Enniskillen-men should come upon them.
By so doing, they made the siege a great deal easier
to the besieged. And therefore (as those who were best
acquainted with the affairs of Derry during the siege
do confess,) Enniskillen does deserve no small part of
the honour of that place's preservation.
And now in regard of these scandalous reports
which the Papists, and, perhaps, some rotten-hearted
Protestants have raised upon these men, I thought fit
here to advertise the reader. That as to their Actions I
refer him to the relation before written, whichievery
man that knows them, will allow that I have been modest in giving account of them, though I have omitted but very little of moment that has been done by
them from their first taking up arms, until the time
that I have ended this relation.
And as, for the men themselves, those who first took
up arms and embodied in the county of Fermanagh,
where Enniskillen is the county town, were all Protestants, house-keepers, and most of them men of substance, living as well as most men in that kingdom of
their quality, but were never friends to Popery, which
I suppose is that which offends that party. As for
those who came to us from Connaught and other
places of the kingdom, we are informed that most of
them lived very happily, till plundered and driven
from their habitations, they were forced to take shelter among us, scarce one of them bringing any manner
of substance along with him ; for whose maintenance
they have several times gone into their enemy's bounds,
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and brought considerable preys of cattle from among
them, who are yet their debtors for plunder and burn-.
ings more thousand pounds than it was once thought
needed to have been spent for reducing the kingdom,
but never meddled with any thing that belonged to
their Protestant friends till the latter end of August;
and what they have done since, I pretend to give here
no relation of.
Those men have kept free from the enemy the whole
county of Fermanagh, from the castle of Crom to Ballyshannon, and all that part of the country of Donegal]
that lies next the sea from Ballyshannon to Killybeggs,
which will be above fifty miles in length, and in those
bounds have raised for their Majesties' service, three
regiments of foot, two regiments of dragoons, and
about twenty troops of horse, most of them officered
by men of estates, and many of the private men hay- '
ing freeholds and estates in that kingdom. So that
whenever Ireland is reduced I do with confidence aver,
that the very officers (without accounting the real and
personal estates of those who were content to bear arms
as private soldiers,) if restored to their own and no
more, will be found worth above 10,0001. per annum,
who have adhered to Enniskillen, and are now called
Enniskillen-men ; for Sir John Hume lost his eldest
son in the service we were jointly engaged in, and
Sir G. Irvine died in command in Duke Schomberg's
camp at Dundalk. I could reckon up many particulars, and signalise other gentlemen of that party, but
that I believe I shall gratify their modesty more to
have it thought that I did endeavour to give an impartial account of their joint actions, than to plead for
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particular persons. And if I were inclined to mark
out those who merited most, I should be disappointed,
where each outdid the example which others set before
him. I have therefore purposely avoided saying any
thing in commendation of those gentlemen, otherwise
than by barely relating the matter of fact which they
did; and I hope those from whom I am sent will attribute it to no other cause, that I have not particularly named them, and the brave actions that they have
done. And so were not a necessitous rabble as those
libellers would make them.
And besides those regiments that are now raised,
there are a great many men in that country who never
bore arms as yet, and will be able to raise some more
regiments of foot, if there be officers to their mind ap-,
pointed over them. And if we judge by the actions of
their fellows, we may conclude that they will go as far
for their number in the service of their Majesties, as
any men their Majesties have ; for I am sure they are
lovers of the Protestant interest, and with a cheerful
heart and willing mind, will fight in that quarrel under
their Majesties.

